
SecrearyMiguel Cardona
United States Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202

Ocober 13, 2023

Dear Secreary Cardona,

Wewrie o hank you and your eam or he hard work ha has gone ino preparing or he
release o he Beter FAFSA, and o urge you o announcea release dae or he 2024-25 FAFSA. Wehave
appreciaed he regular communicaon ha we have received abou he saus o he orm as well as
he ools and resources your eam has developed o help prepare counselors, college and nancial aid
adminisraors, sae leaders, and sudens and amilies or he signican changes o come.
Wih he radional launch dae o Ocober 1 in he pas, i is imperave now ha you nalize and
announce he orm’s release dae. Sakeholders are hard a work planning or he release, bu here is a
limi o how much hey can do wihou knowing exacly when he orm will become available. Because
he meline or compleng he FAFSA will be much shorer han i has been in recen years, every day
counts when i comes o supporng sudens and amilies hrough he new process.

High school and college access counselors across he counry are eager o nalize heir plans or
supporng sudens, including by announcing he daes o counselor rainings and FAFSA compleon
nighs. Twelve saes now require sudens o complee he FAFSA o graduae rom high school and
hey need o announce heir plans or how hey will ensure ha sudens can mee his requiremen.
Sae and insuonal nancial aid adminisraors need o nalize heir melines or considering
nancial aid applicaons and launch mely oureach eors o reach key sakeholders wih specic
inormaon abou he orm and process. Advocaes and college access counselors have quesons abou
he alernae process or obaining an FSA ID ha can only be answered oncemore inormaon abou
ha new process is unveiled.

We undersand ha he Beter FAFSA ransion is complex, and ha many securiy and oher
checks mus ake place beore i can go live. We are no requesng ha he orm be released on an
acceleraed meline ha compromises any o hework ha has o ake place. Bu wih less han hree
monhs beore January 1, he laes dae by which he FAFSA can be released under saue, he
connued lack o a public release dae risks compromises our members’ abiliy o do all hey can o
suppor a smooh rollou.

Sincerely,

American Associaon o Communiy Colleges (AACC)
American Associaon o Collegiae Regisrars and Admissions Ofcers (AACRAO)



American Council on Educaon (ACE)
Associaon o Communiy College Trusees (ACCT)
Associaon o Public and Land-gran Universies (APLU)
Council or Opporuniy in Educaon (COE)
Naonal Associaon o Suden Financial Aid Adminisraors (NASFAA)
Naonal Associaon o Sae Suden Gran & Aid Programs (NASSGAP)
Naonal College Atainmen Nework (NCAN)
Naonal Council or Communiy and Educaon Parnerships (NCCEP)
SchoolHouse Connecon
Sae Higher Educaon ExecuveOfcers Associaon (SHEEO)

Cc: Under Secreary o Educaon James Kvaal, Domesc Policy Advisor Neera Tanden, Federal Suden
Aid Chie Operang Ofcer Richard Cordray


