
SecrearyMiguel Cardona
United States Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202

Ocober 13, 2023

Dear Secreary Cardona,

Wewrie o hank you and your eam or he hard work ha has gone ino preparing or he
release o he Beter FAFSA, and o urge you o announcea release dae or he 2024-25 FAFSA. Wehave
appreciaed he regular communicaon ha we have received abou he saus o he orm as well as
he ools and resources your eam has developed o help prepare counselors, college and nancial aid
adminisraors, sae leaders, and sudens and amilies or he signican changes o come.
Wih he radional launch dae o Ocober 1 in he pas, i is imperave now ha you nalize and
announce he orm’s release dae. Sakeholders are hard a work planning or he release, bu here is a
limi o how much hey can do wihou knowing exacly when he orm will become available. Because
he meline or compleng he FAFSA will be much shorer han i has been in recen years, every day
counts when i comes o supporng sudens and amilies hrough he new process.

High school and college access counselors across he counry are eager o nalize heir plans or
supporng sudens, including by announcing he daes o counselor rainings and FAFSA compleon
nighs. Twelve saes now require sudens o complee he FAFSA o graduae rom high school and
hey need o announce heir plans or how hey will ensure ha sudens can mee his requiremen.
Sae and insuonal nancial aid adminisraors need o nalize heir melines or considering
nancial aid applicaons and launch mely oureach eors o reach key sakeholders wih specic
inormaon abou he orm and process. Advocaes and college access counselors have quesons abou
he alernae process or obaining an FSA ID ha can only be answered oncemore inormaon abou
ha new process is unveiled.

We undersand ha he Beter FAFSA ransion is complex, and ha many securiy and oher
checks mus ake place beore i can go live. We are no requesng ha he orm be released on an
acceleraed meline ha compromises any o hework ha has o ake place. Bu wih less han hree
monhs beore January 1, he laes dae by which he FAFSA can be released under saue, he
connued lack o a public release dae risks compromises our members’ abiliy o do all hey can o
suppor a smooh rollou.

Sincerely,

American Associaon o Communiy Colleges (AACC)
American Associaon o Collegiae Regisrars and Admissions Ofcers (AACRAO)



American Council on Educaon (ACE)
Associaon o Communiy College Trusees (ACCT)
Associaon o Public and Land-gran Universies (APLU)
Council or Opporuniy in Educaon (COE)
Naonal Associaon o Suden Financial Aid Adminisraors (NASFAA)
Naonal Associaon o Sae Suden Gran & Aid Programs (NASSGAP)
Naonal College Atainmen Nework (NCAN)
Naonal Council or Communiy and Educaon Parnerships (NCCEP)
SchoolHouse Connecon
Sae Higher Educaon ExecuveOfcers Associaon (SHEEO)

Cc: Under Secreary o Educaon James Kvaal, Domesc Policy Advisor Neera Tanden, Federal Suden
Aid Chie Operang Ofcer Richard Cordray


