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Insights from state executive and
legislative branches




Gubernatorial Priorities in 2024
‘“State of the State”

FutureEd and Education
Commission of the States track
“state of the state” addresses

« 17 governors outlined higher @ o
education priorities in 2024

« Cost of college: Free college ‘

proposals, freeze tuition

:
« Accountability: Performance-
or outcomes-based funding

9

* New programs: Al, HI FL
cybersecurity, healthcare

https://www.future-ed.org/governors-education-priorities-in-their-2024-state-of-the-state-addresses/
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Click states to filter by Legislature

State Legislative Priorities in 2024

d=
» National Conference of State Legislatures
Postsecondary Bill Tracker
 Education Commission of the States State Education 5PN y
Policy Tracker —

- Academic and Student Affairs (16): Legacy admissions o
in VA, prohibiting diversity statements in ID, top X% oo °
admissions plan in WI o
TN HE 210 Enacted (5]
 Affordability (30): Expanding aid to summer enrollment e - ©
in NJ, aid to health care workers R °

« Governance (7): Prohibiting DEI offices in UT R o

: . ©

« Workforce development (11): Teacher apprenticeship in ©
SD, Native American apprentice assistance program in — =
WA

https://www.ncsl.org/education/postsecondary-legislation-database

https://www.ecs.org/state-education-policy-tracking/
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Trends In state higher education governance and
future directions
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* Funding institutions:
Performance-based
funding, tuition
freezes

* Funding students:
Universal FAFSA, new
scholarship programs

e Admissions: Legacy
(CO, VA, CT, MD, CA,
MA, NY, Ml), top X%
plans

* DEI

* Governance /
accountability

e Sports/ NIL

* University
employees:
Retirement,
unionization, federal
labor laws

* Al: Governance and
programs of study

e HS-->College: Dual
enrollment, early
college

* Workforce
development

Money

Mission

Workers

Skills
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Policy actors, state timelines, and
communication resources




Communicating important information to a
policymaker / policy actor

* What does a policy actor need to know on this issue from you?

* Who are the policy actors:
« Executive Branch: State agencies & boards, Secretaries, Governor & policy
team

 Leqislative: Legislature members and staff, state legislative review
committees

 Office of the Attorney General (“state law firm”)

* Public: Research organizations, membership associations, issue advocacy
organizations, voters
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Public actors: Crisis of confidence in higher education

How much confidence do you have in higher Lower support for K-12 than HE
education? More partisan in HE than K-12
60 57 (2023)
70
50 48 59
40 60
40 36
> > >0 43
30
22 40 32
20 15 30 25
10 9 20 19
. 9 .
’ . m

2015 2018 2023 0

M Very little ™ Some m Quite a lot, a great deal Public schools Higher education

W Republicans M Independents M Democrats

Source: Gallup, 2023
https://news.gallup.com/poll/508352/americans-confidence-higher-education-down-sharply.aspx
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How to engage

 Effective policy memos — about specific issues, recommend action
* |Issue briefs — provide background needed to understand an issue
* Legislative forums — build relationships

 Editorials — raise awareness, outline arguments

* Legislative testimony — argue for or against specific bills
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OPINION ~ GUEST OPINION

Why a college education is not a waste of time
Che New YJork Times

Published: April 3. 2024.11:23 a.m. MDT | Updated: April 3. 2024. 4:38 p.m. MDT B VIEWCOMMENTS m SHARE
-r;g, ) = )
R College Sports Are a Treasure. Don't
— P9 LBRARYhelpt | W |

Turn Them Into the Minor Leagues.
NeeD [ m r

It’s time to adopt performance-based funding
for Pa. higher ed | Opinion

Updated: Feb. 04, 2024, 10:11 a.m. | Published: Feb. 04, 2024, 9:59 a.m.

University of Utah sophomores Asher Stewart. Neon Huff and Annie de Bry study in the J. Willard Marriott Library at the
University of Utah in Salt Lake City on Wednesday. March 13, 2024. | Kristin Murphy. Deseret News PA's #1 Trusted

News Source

By Taylor Randall, Betsy Cantwell., Utah State University President

A college education remains one of the single most important indicators of a happy,

healthy and economically stable society. Yet despite overwhelming evidence to the

Neeli Bendapudi speaks during a meeting of the Penn State Board of

Trustees, Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021, in State College, Pa. The Penn State Board @ Share full erticle ~ [:] Q 234
of Trustees voted Thursday to hire Bendapudi as president. She's first

woman and first person of color to serve in that role for Penn State. AP

Photo/Matt Rourke

By John I. Jenkins and Jack Swarbrick
Father Jenkins is the president of the University of Notre Dame, where Mr. Swarbrick is director
of athletics.
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Case studies of FAFSA, DEI, and
workforce development




The Free Application for Federal Student Aid

States' FAFSA Completion Rank and % of Seniors
Completing a FAFSA in Year Before and
Implementation Year of Universal FAFSA

Opinion

0P-ED CONTRIBUTORS 33' 46?% gﬂ'l, 53?%
AL (2022
An Answer on a Postcard D (2022)

4th, 65.7%

10th, 62.2
@ oo

i sesiilanics | @[] (Class

WASHINGTON — THIS vear, more than 20 million cg
students will complete the dreaded 108-question Free|
for Federal Student Aid, commonly known as the Fafsa. Most do it
again every year they're in school. Some pay someone ro help
them. Colleges hire thousands of staff meny : TheUpshot
students are so intimidated by the form thd

Education

ECONOMIC VIEW

e T G Student Louisiana students will no longer

Eliminate a Form

2 be required to complete the
| |, . . . ./FAFSA, despite policy's success
r State Rank ) - :
Pt a0t oz T T HEO -

o p LISTEN - 5:26

Source: National College Attainment Network
I https://www.ncan.org/news/news.asp?id=613062&hhSearchTerms=%22louisiana
jchisintendedto +and+high+and+low+and+income+and+FAFSA

M- Lots, is largely to blame.
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

Where Anti-DEI Legislation Has Been Proposed

No bill * Introduced B Final legislative approval [ ] Signed into law B Tabled, failed to pass, or vetoed

Christopher Rufo's Alarming and Deceptive 2 e
Crusade Against Public Universities

5 MINUTE READ W o

MA RI

¥ 3§

. B CULTURE, EDUCATION, GOVERNANCE

Higher Ed Issue Brief by Christopher F. Rufo, llya Shapiro, Matt Beienburg

NJ CcT

N

Abolish DEI Bureaucracies and Restc -
Colorblind Equality in Public
Universities
Congress
M. Download PDF

Table of Contents
Introduction

Christopher Rufo, a conservative activist and| Proposal 1: Abolish DEI Bureaucracies
featuring Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, who sigr]

Proposal 2: End Mandatory Diversity
2023,

Training

Proposal 3: Curtail Political Coercion

Proposal 4: End Identity-Based Preferences Note: Florida, Idaho, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Wisconsin also have bills introduced, which their colors do not reflect.

Endnotes

# A Flourish map

e B |

Source: The Chronicle of Higher Education
https://www.chronicle.com/article/here-are-the-states-where-lawmakers-are-seeking-to-ban-colleges-dei-efforts
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Workforce Development and Career Connections

B ROOKI NG S Election '24 U.S.Economy Int

FIGURE 1 COMMENTARY
PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS INDICATING A 2024 ISSUE IS IMPORTANT OR VERY IMPORTANT National Apprenticeship

95% Week 2023: How can
90% e scale earn-and-learn
opportunities in the US?

Annelies Goger
November 16, 2023

ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT (1)

COLLEGE AFFORDABILITY (4)

STATE FUNDING FOR FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS (5]
STATE QPERATING SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES (2)
HIGHER EDUCATION'S VALUE PROPOSITION (3)

PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION (6}

ENROLLMENT DECLINES (8) *Align and work on a collective
FIGURE 1. By 2031, 72 percent of job openings will require workers with at least some i m pa Ct St rategy

postsecondary education and/or training.

Job openings and educational demand

*Give industry a clear role, return on
investment, and responsibility

an%

3%

*Prioritize messaging and outreach

N
@
=®

High school Associate’s degree, certificate, Bachelor's degree
3 mi

. .
°Recogn|ze lea rning and assure
diploma or less training, or some college, no degree or higher
.
the Workforce forecast using data from the US Census Bureau and Bureau of Labor Statistics, q u a I I ty
an Community Survey (ACS); US Bureau of Labor Statistics; IHS Markit; and Lightcast.

Source: Georgetown er on Educat
Current Population Survey (CPS); US Census Burea y Y : 3 : gl
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