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Preface

ince 1984, the American Council on Education (ACE) has published its annual 
Minorities in Higher Education status report. After much reflection and consultation 
with our member institutions, we have decided to publish a full status report every 
other year, with a special supplement in the intervening years to update the most  

frequently used tables from the full report.
This decision was made for strategic and practical reasons, and does not reflect any change 

in ACE’s historic commitment to pursuing diversity and inclusiveness in American higher 
education. The data on enrollment, degrees conferred, faculty, and administrators in higher 
education vary little in any single-year span, so the annual changes we report are often small. 
Producing the full status report is a large and complex undertaking that precludes staff from 
pursuing other programs and research on access, equity, diversity, and success. By altering the 
publication schedule for the Minorities in Higher Education status reports, ACE will be able to 
bring its constituents a larger and more diverse range of research and programmatic activities 
that address this vitally important agenda.

This special supplement to last year’s 22nd edition presents the latest data on high school 
completion and college participation rates, educational attainment rates, and degrees conferred. 
In each case, information is included for the racial and ethnic groups for whom data is avail-
able for the years reported. 

We look forward to bringing you the 23rd edition of the Minorities in Higher Education 
Status Report in 2008. 

Diana I. Córdova Jacqueline E. King  
Director, Center for Advancement Director, Center for Policy Analysis
   of Racial and Ethnic Equity
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rom 1994 to 2004, overall higher  
education enrollment1 increased by 
3 million students (or 21 percent) to 
reach 17.3 million students. The tre-

mendous growth of students with unknown 
race/ethnicity and a sizeable increase in 
minority enrollment accounted for most of 
the growth in overall enrollment, as whites 
experienced only a modest increase of  
6 percent (or nearly 600,000 students) during 
the decade. Minority students made dramatic 
gains, increasing by more than 1.6 million 
students (or 49 percent), and students with 
unknown race/ethnicity increased by nearly 
700,000 (or 144 percent). 

Despite making substantial increases in 
enrollment, African Americans and Hispanics 
continue to trail whites in the percentage 
of 18- to 24-year-old high school graduates 
enrolled in college, commonly referred to 
as the college participation rate.2 Between 
1993–95 and 2003–05,3 the white college 
 participation rate increased from 43 percent to 
48 percent. During the same period, college 
participation rates for African Americans 
increased from 35 percent to 41 percent. 
Despite having a greater increase in college 
participation rates than whites, African 
Americans still trail whites in the percentage of 

Update

F

1  Enrollment reported in this publication is for fall headcount as of October 15 and may differ from enrollment numbers reported in 
other ACE publications that use data based on full-year enrollment.
2  The college participation rate is also known as the college enrollment rate.
3  College participation rates are based on an annual sample survey conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. Because of small sample 
sizes, college participation rates calculated from these data may be misleading when analyzing year-to-year trends. Therefore, 
references to college participation rate in this update use three-year averages based on the annual data in Tables 1 through 3.  
4  College participation rate is not included for American Indians and Asian Americans because data for these populations are not 
available for all of the years included in this report. 
5  In this publication, HSC rate is defined as the percentage of 18- to 24-year-olds who completed high school or the equivalent. HSC 
rates are based on an annual sample survey conducted by the U.S. census. Because of small sample sizes, HSC rates calculated from 
these data may be misleading when analyzing year-to-year trends. Therefore, references to HSC rate in this update use three-year 
averages based on the annual data in Tables 1 through 3.  

college-age students who enroll in college. The 
Hispanic college participation rate showed little 
improvement between 1993–95 and 2003–05. 
This is primarily a result of the growth in the 
number of Hispanics aged 18 to 24 who were 
enrolled in higher education not increasing 
as fast as the growth of the general Hispanic 
population.4  

Other highlights of this supplement to the 
22nd edition of Minorities in Higher Education 
include:

HIgH SCHool ComPlEtIon
In the 10-year period between 1993–95 

and 2003–05, Hispanic students showed the 
largest increase in high school completion 
(HSC) rates,5 increasing by 9 percentage 
points to stand at 66 percent. This increase 
was driven by Hispanic women whose  
high school completion rates increased  
11 percentage points to 72 percent. 
However, the HSC rate of Hispanics 
 continues to lag behind both whites and 
African Americans.

White and African-American male high 
school completion rates remained relatively 
unchanged between 1993–95 and 2003–05. 
Hispanic males’ high school completion rate 
increased 4 percentage points to 60 percent.

•

•



CollEgE PARtICIPAtIon
The college participation rate for all 18- to 

24-year-old students increased by 4 percentage 
points in the 10-year period between 1993–95 
and 2003–05 to 46 percent.

From 1993–95 to 2003–05, the college partici-
pation rate for men increased by only 2 percent-
age points, while for women, it increased by  
6 percentage points.

CollEgE EnRollmEnt 
In the 10-year period between 1994 and 2004, 

minority enrollment in higher education rose 
by 49 percent, to total more than 4.8 million 
students, while white students during the same 
period increased by 6 percent, to total 10.6 mil-
lion students.

From 1994 to 2004, growth in Hispanic enroll-
ment led all racial/ethnic groups, increasing by 
67 percent or nearly 674,000 students. The larg-
est growth took place at four-year institutions, 
where Hispanic enrollment rose by 73 percent, 
compared with a 63 percent increase at two-year 
institutions.

The largest percentage increase in enrollment 
occurred at private for-profit institutions. Between 
1994 and 2004, enrollment at these institutions 
increased 275 percent to total 880,000 students.

DEgREES ConfERRED: ASSoCIAtE, BACHEloR’S, 
AnD mAStER’S

The number of degrees conferred at the asso-
ciate, bachelor’s, and master’s degree levels rose 
by more than 100,000 at each level from 1994–95 
to 2004–05. The fastest rate of growth occurred 
at the master’s degree level for both white and 
minority students. From 1994–95 and 2004–05, 
whites earned 25 percent more master’s degrees, 
while minorities earned 118 percent more mas-
ter’s degrees.

DEgREES ConfERRED: PRofESSIonAl AnD 
DoCtoRAl DEgREES

The number of professional and doctoral 
degrees conferred increased from 1994–95 to 
2004–05, up by 14 percent for professional 
degrees and 20 percent for doctoral degrees. 
The growth in both degree categories occurred 
despite declines in the number of professional 
and doctoral degrees earned by white males.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

mEtHoDology
As with previous editions of this report, primary 
data sources for this supplement include the 
U.S. Census Bureau and the U.S. Department of 
Education’s National Center for Education Statistics 
(NCES). Tables 1 through 3 are produced with data 
from the U.S. Census Bureau’s Current Population 
Survey Reports (CPS). The CPS is a nationally rep-
resentative sample of about 80,000 households, 
based on surveys conducted annually. The sampling 
technique used provides reliable estimates at the 
state and national levels; however, when examin-
ing subsets of the population, year-to-year changes 
in the data may be misleading due to small sample 
sizes. The analysis and discussion of these data in 
this report uses three-year averages in an effort to 
compensate for the small sample sizes of individual 
years. Data from the CPS are not intended to be 
comparable to similar data from other sources.

Beginning with the 21st edition, the Minorities in 
Higher Education Status Report no longer relies on 
data from tables constructed by NCES. Instead, the 
Status Report uses data calculated from author analy-
sis of NCES’s Integrated Postsecondary Education 
Data System (IPEDS), a postsecondary education data 
collection program. This type of analysis enables 
researchers to define the universe of institutions 
included in calculations and determine how to cat-
egorize and list variables. 

It is important to note that the universe of institu-
tions included in calculating the data for this Status 
Report supplement was similar to the universe used 
by NCES, but with one major exception. Higher edu-
cation data were calculated only for degree-granting 
institutions in the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. Higher education data before 1996 include 
only institutions accredited by an agency or associa-
tion recognized by the U.S. Department of Education 
or directly by the Secretary of Education. Beginning 
in 1996, this accreditation requirement was replaced 
by a requirement that institutions be eligible to 
receive Title IV federal funds. The exception to these 
filters was the removal of the Community College of 
the Air Force for years prior to 1996, when the insti-
tution would have met the NCES filters, permitting 
it to be included in the universe of institutions. The 
Community College of the Air Force is not open to 
the public, and therefore should not be included in 
the calculation of national higher education data for 
any year.
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Table 1

High School Completion Rates and College Participation Rates
of 18- to 24-Year-Olds, by Race/Ethnicity: 1985 to 2005

High School Graduates

Number Enrolled Enrolled-in- Number Completion Enrolled-in-
All Persons  in College College Rate Completed  Rate College Rate

Year (thousands) (thousands) (percent) (thousands) (percent) (percent)

ALL RACES
198�  27,122  7,�37 27.8  22,349 82.4 33.7
1986  26,�12  7,477 28.2  21,768 82.1 34.3
1987  2�,9�0  7,693 29.6  21,118 81.4 36.4
1988  2�,733  7,791 30.3  20,900 81.2 37.3
1989  2�,261  7,804 30.9  20,461 81.0 38.1
1990  24,8�2  7,964 32.0  20,311 81.7 39.1
1991  24,�72  8,172 33.3  19,883 80.9 41.1
1992  24,278  8,343 34.4  19,921 82.1 41.9
1993  2�,�22  8,630 33.8  20,844 81.7 41.4
1994  2�,2�4  8,729 34.6  20,�81 81.� 42.4
199�  24,900  8,�39 34.3  20,12� 80.8 42.4
1996  24,671  8,767 3�.�  20,131 81.6 43.�
1997  24,973  9,204 36.9  20,338 81.4 4�.2
1998  2�,�07  9,323 36.6  20,�68 80.6 4�.3
1999  26,042  9,2�9 3�.6  21,126 81.1 43.8
2000  26,6�8  9,4�1 3�.�  21,822 81.9 43.3
2001  26,96�  9,630 3�.7  21,836 81.0 44.1
2002  27,368  10,033 36.7  22,318 81.� 4�.0
2003  27,404  10,364 37.8  22,603 82.� 4�.9
2004  27,948  10,611 38.0  23,086 82.6 46.0
200� 27,8�� 10,834 38.9 23,103 82.9 46.9

WHITEa

198�  22,632  6,�00 28.7  18,916 83.6 34.4
1986  22,020  6,307 28.6  18,291 83.1 34.�
1987  21,493  6,483 30.2  17,689 82.3 36.6
1988  21,261  6,6�9 31.3  17,491 82.3 38.1
1989  20,82�  6,631 31.8  17,089 82.1 38.8
1990  20,393  6,63� 32.�  16,823 82.� 39.4
1991  19,980  6,813 34.1  16,324 81.7 41.7
1992  19,671  6,916 3�.2  16,379 83.3 42.2
1993  16,89�  6,221 36.8  14,66� 86.8 42.4
1994  17,114  6,�21 38.1  14,916 87.2 43.7
199�  16,867  6,393 37.9  14,�23 86.1 44.0
1996  16,339  6,447 39.�  14,288 87.4 4�.1
1997  16,�7�  6,728 40.6  14,414 87.0 46.7
1998  16,634  6,7�7 40.6  14,402 86.6 46.9
1999  17,080  6,73� 39.4  14,813 86.7 4�.�
2000  17,327  6,709 38.7  1�,187 87.6 44.2
2001  16,721  6,�6� 39.3  14,481 86.6 4�.3
2002  17,132  7,00� 40.9  14,911 87.0 47.0
2003  17,1�8  7,129 41.�  1�,070 87.8 47.3
2004  17,326  7,228 41.7  1�,224 87.9 47.�
200� 17,293 7,393 42.8 1�,187 87.8 48.7

Continued on next page
a Since 1992, the white category does not include individuals of Hispanic origin. From 1992 to 2004, the category African American also does not include individuals of Hispanic origin; 
however, African American does include individuals of Hispanic origin in 200�. 
Note:          College participation rates were calculated using the total population and high school graduates as the bases. High school graduates are persons who have completed four or 

more years of high school during the period 1977 to 1991. Beginning in 1992, they were persons whose highest degree was a high school diploma (including equivalency) or 
higher. Data for 1986 and later use a revised tabulation system. Improvements in edits and population estimation procedures caused slight changes in estimates for 1986. Data 
for 1980 through 1992 use 1980 decennial census-based estimates, data for 1993 through 2001 use 1990 decennial census-based estimates, and data for 2002 and later use 
2000 decennial census-based estimates. 

Source:       U.S. Census Bureau. Current Population Survey Reports, School Enrollment—Social and Economic Characteristics of Students, 198�–200�.
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Table 1 - Continued

High School Completion Rates and College Participation Rates
of 18- to 24-Year-Olds, by Race/Ethnicity: 1985 to 2005

High School Graduates

Year
All Persons
(thousands)

Number Enrolled  
in College

(thousands)

Enrolled-in-
College Rate

(percent)

Number
Completed
(thousands)

Completion
Rate

(percent)

Enrolled-in-
College Rate

(percent)

AFRICAN AMERICANa

198�  3,716  734 19.8  2,810 7�.6 26.1
1986  3,6�3  812 22.2  2,79� 76.� 29.1
1987  3,603  823 22.8  2,739 76.0 30.0
1988  3,�68  7�2 21.1  2,680 7�.1 28.1
1989  3,��9  83� 23.�  2,708 76.1 30.8
1990  3,�20  894 2�.4  2,710 77.0 33.0
1991  3,�04  828 23.6  2,630 7�.1 31.�
1992  3,�21  886 2�.2  2,62� 74.6 33.8
1993  3,460  847 24.�  2,�97 7�.1 32.6
1994  3,608  998 27.7  2,788 77.3 3�.8
199�  3,�36  971 27.�  2,726 77.1 3�.6
1996  3,�27  96� 27.4  2,676 7�.9 36.1
1997  3,�64  1,063 29.8  2,680 7�.2 39.7
1998  3,646  1,086 29.8  2,688 73.7 40.4
1999  3,693  1,122 30.4  2,847 77.1 39.4
2000  3,87�  1,182 30.�  3,002 77.� 39.4
2001  3,773  1,179 31.2  2,931 77.7 40.2
2002  3,744  1,196 31.9  2,932 78.3 40.8
2003  3,68�  1,190 32.3  2,8�� 77.� 41.7
2004  3,77�  1,201 31.8  2,931 77.6 41.0
200� 3,964 1,297 32.7 3,138 79.2 41.0

HISPANICb

198�  2,221  37� 16.9  1,396 62.9 26.9
1986  2,�14  4�8 18.2  1,�07 �9.9 30.4
1987  2,�92  4�� 17.6  1,�97 61.6 28.�
1988  2,642  4�0 17.0  1,4�8 ��.2 30.9
1989  2,818  4�3 16.1  1,�76 ��.9 28.7
1990  2,749  43� 1�.8  1,498 �4.� 29.0
1991  2,874  �16 18.0  1,498 �2.1 34.4
1992  2,7�4  �86 21.3  1,�78 �7.3 37.1
1993  3,663  728 19.9  2,049 ��.9 3�.�
1994  3,�23  662 18.8  1,99� �6.6 33.2
199�  3,603  74� 20.7  2,112 �8.6 3�.3
1996  3,�10  706 20.1  2,019 �7.� 3�.0
1997  3,600  806 22.4  2,236 62.1 36.0
1998  4,014  820 20.4  2,403 �9.8 34.1
1999  3,9�4  740 18.7  2,326 �8.8 31.8
2000  4,13�  899 21.7  2,462 �9.� 36.�
2001  4,892  1,03� 21.2  3,032 62.0 34.1
2002  4,918  979 19.9  3,077 62.6 31.8
2003  4,7�4  1,11� 23.�  3,096 6�.1 36.0
2004  4,941  1,221 24.7  3,244 6�.7 37.6
200� 4,898 1,21� 24.8 3,230 6�.9 37.6

a Since 1992, the white category does not include individuals of Hispanic origin. From 1992 to 2004, the category African American also does not include individuals of Hispanic origin; 
however, African American does include individuals of Hispanic origin in 200�. 
b Hispanics may be of any race.
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Table 2

High School Completion Rates and College Participation Rates
of 18- to 24-Year-Olds, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender: 1985 to 2005

High School Graduates

Year
All Persons
(thousands)

Number Enrolled  
in College

(thousands)

Enrolled-in-
College Rate

(percent)

Number
Completed
(thousands)

Completion
Rate

(percent)

Enrolled-in-
College Rate

(percent)

ALL RACES
MEN

198� 13,199 3,749 28.4 10,614 80.4 3�.3
1986 12,921 3,702 28.7 10,338 80.0 3�.8
1987 12,626 3,867 30.6 10,030 79.4 38.6
1988 12,491 3,770 30.2 9,832 78.7 38.3
1989 12,32� 3,717 30.2 9,700 78.7 38.3
1990 12,134 3,922 32.3 9,778 80.6 40.1
1991 12,036 3,9�4 32.9 9,493 78.9 41.7
1992 11,96� 3,912 32.7 9,�76 80.0 40.9
1993 12,712 4,237 33.3 10,142 79.8 41.8
1994 12,��7 4,1�2 33.1 9,970 79.4 41.6
199� 12,3�1 4,089 33.1 9,789 79.3 41.8
1996 12,28� 4,187 34.1 9,81� 79.9 42.7
1997 12,�13 4,374 3�.0 9,933 79.4 44.0
1998 12,764 4,403 34.� 9,916 77.7 44.4
1999 12,906 4,397 34.1 10,201 79.0 43.1
2000 13,339 4,342 32.6 10,622 79.6 40.9
2001 13,434 4,436 33.0 10,460 77.9 42.4
2002 13,74� 4,629 33.7 10,823 78.7 42.8
2003 13,681 4,697 34.3 10,919 79.8 43.0
2004 14,018 4,86� 34.7 11,2�8 80.3 43.2
200� 14,077 4,973 3�.3 11,182 79.4 44.�

WOMEN
198� 13,923 3,788 27.2 11,736 84.3 32.3
1986 13,�91 3,77� 27.8 11,430 84.1 33.0
1987 13,321 3,826 28.7 11,086 83.2 34.�
1988 13,242 4,021 30.4 11,068 83.6 36.3
1989 12,936 4,08� 31.6 10,7�8 83.2 38.0
1990 12,718 4,042 31.8 10,�33 82.8 38.4
1991 12,�36 4,218 33.6 10,391 82.9 40.6
1992 12,313 4,429 36.0 10,344 84.0 42.8
1993 12,810 4,393 34.3 10,702 83.� 41.0
1994 12,696 4,�76 36.0 10,611 83.6 43.1
199� 12,�48 4,4�2 3�.� 10,338 82.4 43.1
1996 12,386 4,�82 37.0 10,317 83.3 44.4
1997 12,460 4,820 38.7 10,403 83.� 46.4
1998 12,743 4,919 38.6 10,6�1 83.6 46.2
1999 13,136 4,863 37.0 10,927 83.2 44.�
2000 13,319 �,109 38.4 11,200 84.1 4�.6
2001 13,�31 �,192 38.4 11,374 84.1 4�.6
2002 13,623 �,404 39.7 11,49� 84.4 47.0
2003 13,724 �,667 41.3 11,684 8�.1 48.�
2004 13,930 �,746 41.2 11,828 84.9 48.6
200� 13,778 �,861 42.� 11,921 86.� 49.2

Continued on next page
Note:          College participation rates were calculated using the total population and high school graduates as the bases. High school graduates are persons who have completed four or 

more years of high school during the period 1977 to 1991. Beginning in 1992, they were persons whose highest degree was a high school diploma (including equivalency) or 
higher. Data for 1986 and later use a revised tabulation system. Improvements in edits and population estimation procedures caused slight changes in estimates for 1986. Data 
for 1980 through 1992 use 1980 decennial census-based estimates, data for 1993 through 2001 use 1990 decennial census-based estimates, and data for 2002 and later use 
2000 decennial census-based estimates.

Source:       U.S. Census Bureau. Current Population Survey Reports, School Enrollment—Social and Economic Characteristics of Students, 198�–200�.
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Table 2 - Continued

High School Completion Rates and College Participation Rates
of 18- to 24-Year-Olds, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender: 1985 to 2005

High School Graduates

Year
All Persons
(thousands)

Number Enrolled  
in College

(thousands)

Enrolled-in-
College Rate

(percent)

Number
Completed
(thousands)

Completion
Rate

(percent)

Enrolled-in-
College Rate

(percent)

WHITEa

MEN
198� 11,108 3,2�4 29.3 9,077 81.7 3�.8
1986 10,814 3,168 29.3 8,780 81.2 36.1
1987 10,�49 3,289 31.2 8,498 80.6 38.7
1988 10,380 3,260 31.4 8,268 79.7 39.4
1989 10,240 3,223 31.� 8,177 79.9 39.4
1990 10,0�3 3,292 32.7 8,1�7 81.1 40.3
1991 9,896 3,270 33.0 7,843 79.3 41.7
1992 9,744 3,291 33.8 7,911 81.2 41.6
1993 8,403 3,071 36.� 7,138 84.9 43.0
1994 8,4�7 3,126 37.0 7,261 8�.9 43.1
199� 8,399 3,10� 37.0 7,089 84.4 43.8
1996 8,168 3,130 38.3 7,0�0 86.3 44.4
1997 8,326 3,276 39.3 7,112 8�.4 46.1
1998 8,380 3,300 39.4 7,094 84.7 46.�
1999 8,�80 3,284 38.3 7,301 8�.1 4�.0
2000 8,670 3,137 36.2 7,494 86.4 41.9
2001 8,343 3,09� 37.1 7,114 8�.3 43.�
2002 8,4�3 3,288 38.9 7,24� 8�.7 4�.4
2003 8,�38 3,291 38.� 7,32� 8�.8 44.9
2004 8,644 3,322 38.4 7,�27 87.1 44.1
200� 8,700 3,429 39.4 7,443 8�.6 46.1

WOMEN
198� 11,�24 3,247 28.2 9,840 8�.4 33.0
1986 11,20� 3,139 28.0 9,�09 84.9 33.0
1987 10,944 3,192 29.2 9,189 84.0 34.7
1988 10,881 3,399 31.2 9,223 84.8 36.9
1989 10,�86 3,409 32.2 8,913 84.2 38.2
1990 10,340 3,344 32.3 8,666 83.8 38.6
1991 10,119 3,�44 3�.0 8,481 83.8 41.8
1992 9,928 3,62� 36.� 8,468 8�.3 42.8
1993 8,492 3,1�0 37.1 7,�27 88.6 41.8
1994 8,6�7 3,39� 39.2 7,6�� 88.4 44.4
199� 8,467 3,288 38.8 7,433 87.8 44.2
1996 8,171 3,317 40.6 7,238 88.6 4�.8
1997 8,249 3,4�2 41.8 7,302 88.� 47.3
1998 8,2�4 3,4�7 41.9 7,308 88.� 47.3
1999 8,�00 3,4�1 40.6 7,�10 88.4 46.0
2000 8,6�7 3,�73 41.3 7,694 88.9 46.4
2001 8,378 3,470 41.4 7,367 87.9 47.1
2002 8,678 3,718 42.8 7,667 88.3 48.�
2003 8,620 3,838 44.� 7,74� 89.8 49.6
2004 8,628 3,906 4�.3 7,697 89.2 �0.7
200� 8,�93 3,964 46.1 7,744 90.1 �1.2

Continued on next page
a Since 1992, the white category does not include individuals of Hispanic origin. From 1992 to 2004, the category African American also does not include individuals of Hispanic origin; 
however, African American does include individuals of Hispanic origin in 200�. 
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Table 2 - Continued

High School Completion Rates and College Participation Rates
of 18- to 24-Year-Olds, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender: 1985 to 2005

High School Graduates

Year
All Persons
(thousands)

Number Enrolled  
in College

(thousands)

Enrolled-in-
College Rate

(percent)

Number
Completed
(thousands)

Completion
Rate

(percent)

Enrolled-in-
College Rate

(percent)

AFRICAN AMERICANa

MEN
198� 1,720 34� 20.1 1,244 72.3 27.7
1986 1,687 349 20.7 1,220 72.3 28.6
1987 1,666 377 22.6 1,188 71.3 31.7
1988 1,6�3 297 18.0 1,189 71.9 2�.0
1989 1,6�4 324 19.6 1,19� 72.2 27.1
1990 1,634 426 26.1 1,240 7�.9 34.4
1991 1,63� 378 23.1 1,174 71.8 32.2
1992 1,676 3�6 21.2 1,211 72.3 29.4
1993 1,637 374 22.8 1,194 72.9 31.3
1994 1,711 437 2�.� 1,26� 73.9 34.�
199� 1,617 421 26.0 1,220 7�.4 34.�
1996 1,630 419 2�.7 1,176 72.1 3�.6
1997 1,649 418 2�.3 1,189 72.1 3�.2
1998 1,672 436 26.1 1,139 68.1 38.3
1999 1,674 484 28.9 1,262 7�.4 38.4
2000 1,813 4�6 2�.2 1,348 74.4 33.8
2001 1,74� 461 26.4 1,246 71.4 37.0
2002 1,762 464 26.3 1,312 74.� 3�.4
2003 1,732 488 28.2 1,291 74.� 37.8
2004 1,77� 470 26.� 1,287 72.� 36.�
200� 1,896 �30 28.0 1,393 73.� 38.0

WOMEN
198� 1,996 389 19.� 1,�6� 78.4 24.9
1986 1,966 462 23.� 1,�76 80.1 29.3
1987 1,937 44� 23.0 1,��0 80.0 28.7
1988 1,91� 4�� 23.8 1,492 77.9 30.�
1989 1,90� �11 26.8 1,�11 79.3 33.8
1990 1,886 467 24.8 1,468 77.8 31.8
1991 1,869 460 24.6 1,4�� 77.8 31.6
1992 1,84� �31 28.8 1,417 76.8 37.�
1993 1,823 473 2�.9 1,402 76.9 33.7
1994 1,897 �60 29.� 1,�23 80.3 36.8
199� 1,919 ��0 28.7 1,�06 78.� 36.�
1996 1,897 �47 28.8 1,�01 79.1 36.4
1997 1,916 64� 33.7 1,491 77.8 43.3
1998 1,974 649 32.9 1,�48 78.4 41.9
1999 2,019 638 31.6 1,�86 78.6 40.2
2000 2,061 726 3�.2 1,6�3 80.2 43.9
2001 2,028 718 3�.4 1,684 83.0 42.6
2002 1,983 732 36.9 1,620 81.7 4�.2
2003 1,9�2 702 36.0 1,�64 80.1 44.9
2004 2,000 731 36.� 1,644 82.2 44.�
200� 2,068 767 37.1 1,74� 84.4 44.0

Continued on next page
a Since 1992, the white category does not include individuals of Hispanic origin. From 1992 to 2004, the category African American also does not include individuals of Hispanic origin; 
however, African American does include individuals of Hispanic origin in 200�.
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Table 2 - Continued

High School Completion Rates and College Participation Rates
of 18- to 24-Year-Olds, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender: 1985 to 2005

High School Graduates

Year
All Persons
(thousands)

Number Enrolled  
in College

(thousands)

Enrolled-in-
College Rate

(percent)

Number
Completed
(thousands)

Completion
Rate

(percent)

Enrolled-in-
College Rate

(percent)

HISPANICb

MEN
198� 1,132 168 14.8 6�9 �8.2 2�.�
1986 1,339 233 17.4 769 �7.4 30.3
1987 1,337 247 18.� 79� �9.� 31.1
1988 1,37� 228 16.6 724 �2.7 31.�
1989 1,439 211 14.7 7�6 �2.� 27.9
1990 1,403 214 1�.3 7�3 �3.7 28.4
1991 1,�03 211 14.0 719 47.8 29.3
1992 1,384 247 17.8 720 �2.0 34.3
1993 1,710 338 19.8 1,00� �8.8 33.6
1994 1,896 312 16.� 1,021 �3.8 30.6
199� 1,907 3�6 18.7 1,106 �8.0 32.2
1996 1,81� 300 16.� 994 �4.8 30.2
1997 1,937 371 19.2 1,140 �8.9 32.�
1998 2,109 346 16.4 1,146 �4.3 30.2
1999 2,046 323 1�.8 1,123 �4.9 28.8
2000 2,171 401 18.� 1,173 �4.0 34.2
2001 2,�96 4�0 17.3 1,4�6 �6.1 30.9
2002 2,707 439 16.2 1,�62 �7.7 28.1
2003 2,�41 46� 18.3 1,�48 60.9 30.0
2004 2,648 �74 21.7 1,�97 60.3 3�.9
200� 2,613 �40 20.7 1,�69 60.0 34.4

WOMEN
198� 1,091 20� 18.8 734 67.3 27.9
1986 1,17� 226 19.2 739 62.9 30.6
1987 1,2�6 208 16.6 801 63.8 26.0
1988 1,267 224 17.7 736 �8.1 30.4
1989 1,377 244 17.7 823 �9.8 29.6
1990 1,346 221 16.4 74� ��.3 29.7
1991 1,372 30� 22.2 780 �6.9 39.1
1992 1,369 339 24.8 860 62.8 39.4
1993 1,6�2 390 23.6 1,04� 63.3 37.3
1994 1,628 3�0 21.� 973 �9.8 36.0
199� 1,696 389 22.9 1,011 �9.6 38.�
1996 1,694 406 24.0 1,026 60.6 39.6
1997 1,669 436 26.1 1,097 6�.7 39.7
1998 1,906 474 24.9 1,2�7 66.0 37.7
1999 1,907 417 21.9 1,202 63.0 34.7
2000 1,963 498 2�.4 1,290 6�.7 38.6
2001 2,297 �8� 2�.� 1,�7� 68.6 37.1
2002 2,211 �40 24.4 1,�1� 68.� 3�.6
2003 2,213 6�1 29.4 1,�48 70.0 42.1
2004 2,293 647 28.2 1,647 71.8 39.3
200� 2,28� 67� 29.� 1,661 72.7 40.6

b Hispanics may be of any race.
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Table 3

Educational Attainment Rates for 25- to 29-Year-Olds
and Persons 25 Years Old and Over, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender: 1985 to 2005 (percent)

ALL RACES WHITEa AFRICAN AMERICANa HISPANICb

Year and 
Age  

Both 
Sexes Male Female

Both
Sexes Male Female

Both 
Sexes Male Female

Both
Sexes Male Female

25 to 29 YEARS OLD - Completed Four or More Years of High School

198� 86.1 8�.9 86.4 86.8 86.4 87.3 80.6 80.8 80.4 60.9 �8.6 63.1
1986 86.1 8�.9 86.4 86.� 8�.6 87.4 83.4 86.� 80.6 �9.1 �8.2 60.0
1987 86.0 8�.� 86.4 86.3 8�.6 87.0 83.3 84.8 82.1 �9.8 �8.6 61.0
1988 8�.7 84.4 87.0 86.� 84.8 88.2 80.7 80.6 80.7 62.0 �9.4 6�.0
1989 8�.� 84.4 86.� 86.0 84.8 87.1 82.2 80.6 83.6 61.0 61.0 61.0
1990 8�.7 84.4 87.0 86.3 84.6 88.1 81.7 81.� 81.8 �8.2 �6.6 �9.9
1991 8�.4 84.9 8�.8 8�.8 8�.1 86.6 81.7 83.� 80.1 �6.7 �6.4 �7.1
1992 86.3 86.1 86.� 87.0 86.� 87.6 80.9 82.� 79.� 60.9 61.1 60.6
1993 86.7 86.0 87.4 91.2 86.1 88.� 82.8 8�.0 80.9 60.9 �8.3 64.0
1994 86.1 84.� 87.6 91.1 84.7 88.3 84.1 82.9 8�.0 60.3 �8.0 63.0
199� 86.8 86.3 87.4 92.� 86.6 88.2 86.� 88.1 8�.1 �7.1 ��.7 �8.7
1996 87.3 86.� 88.1 92.6 86.3 88.8 8�.6 87.2 84.2 61.1 �9.7 62.9
1997 87.4 8�.8 88.9 92.9 8�.8 89.4 86.2 8�.2 87.1 61.8 �9.2 64.9
1998 88.1 86.6 89.6 93.6 86.3 90.0 87.6 87.6 87.6 62.8 �9.9 66.3
1999 87.8 86.1 89.� 93.0 91.9 94.1 88.7 88.2 89.2 61.6 �7.� 6�.9
2000 88.1 86.7 89.4 94.0 92.9 9�.2 86.8 87.6 86.3 62.8 �9.3 66.4
2001 86.8 8�.3 88.3 93.4 93.1 93.7 86.7 8�.9 87.4 62.4 �8.3 67.3
2002 86.4 84.7 88.1 93.0 92.2 93.8 87.6 8�.8 88.9 62.3 60.2 6�.0
2003 86.� 84.9 88.2 93.7 92.8 94.� 88.� 87.4 89.4 61.7 �9.7 64.2
2004 86.6 8�.2 88.0 93.3 92.1 94.� 88.7 91.3 86.6 62.4 60.1 6�.2
200� 86.0 8�.0 87.0 92.8 91.7 93.8 86.4 86.4 86.� 63.3 63.2 63.4

25 to 29 YEARS OLD - Completed Four or More Years of College

198� 22.2 23.1 21.3 23.2 24.2 22.2 11.� 10.3 12.6 11.1 10.9 11.2
1986 22.4 22.9 21.9 23.� 24.1 22.9 11.8 10.1 13.3   9.0   8.9   9.1
1987 22.0 22.3 21.7 23.0 23.3 22.8 11.4 11.6 11.1   8.7   9.2   8.2
1988 22.� 23.2 21.9 23.� 24.0 22.9 12.2 12.6 11.9 11.4 12.1 10.6
1989 23.4 23.9 22.9 24.4 24.8 24.0 12.7 12.0 13.3 10.1   9.6 10.6
1990 23.2 23.7 22.8 24.2 24.2 24.3 13.4 1�.1 11.9   8.1   7.3   9.1
1991 23.2 23.0 23.4 24.6 24.1 2�.0 11.0 11.� 10.6   9.2   8.1 10.4
1992 23.6 23.2 24.0 2�.0 24.2 2�.7 11.3 12.0 10.6   9.�   8.8 10.3
1993 23.7 23.4 23.9 24.7 24.4 2�.1 13.2 12.6 13.8   8.3   7.1   9.8
1994 23.3 22.� 24.0 24.2 23.6 24.8 13.7 11.7 1�.4   8.0   6.6   9.8
199� 24.7 24.� 24.9 26.0 2�.4 26.6 1�.3 17.2 13.6   8.9   7.8 10.1
1996 27.1 26.1 28.2 28.1 27.2 29.1 14.6 12.4 16.4 10.0 10.2   9.8
1997 27.8 26.3 29.3 28.9 27.2 30.7 14.4 12.1 16.4 11.0   9.6 10.1
1998 27.3 2�.6 29.0 28.4 26.� 30.4 1�.8 14.2 17.0 10.4   9.� 11.3
1999 28.2 26.8 29.� 33.6 32.0 3�.1 1�.0 13.1 16.� 8.9 7.� 10.4
2000 29.1 27.9 30.1 34.0 32.3 3�.8 17.9 18.4 17.4 9.6 8.3 11.0
2001 28.4 2�.� 31.3 33.7 30.4 36.9 17.2 16.0 18.1 10.� 8.2 13.2
2002 29.3 26.9 31.8 3�.9 32.6 39.2 18.0 17.9 18.1 8.9 8.3 9.7
2003 28.4 26.0 30.9 34.2 31.4 37.1 17.� 17.7 17.4 10.0 8.� 11.9
2004 28.7 26.1 31.4 34.� 31.4 37.� 17.1 13.6 20.0 10.9 9.6 12.4
200� 28.6 2�.3 32.0 34.1 30.4 37.8 17.3 14.1 20.0 11.2 10.2 12.4

Continued on next page

a Since 1992, the white category does not include individuals of Hispanic origin. From 1992 to 2004, the category African American also does not include individuals of Hispanic origin; 
however, African American does include individuals of Hispanic origin in 200�. 
b Hispanics may be of any race.
Note:          Educational attainment rates were calculated using the total population as the base. Data for 1986 and later use a revised tabulation system. Improvements in edits and 

population estimation procedures caused slight changes in estimates for 1986. Data for 1980 through 1992 use 1980 decennial census-based estimates, data for 1993 through 
2001 use 1990 decennial census-based estimates, and data for 2002 and later use 2000 decennial census-based estimates. 

Source:      U.S. Census Bureau. Current Population Survey Reports, Educational Attainment in the United States, 198�–200�.
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Table 3 - Continued

Educational Attainment Rates for 25- to 29-Year-Olds
and Persons 25 Years Old and Over, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender: 1985 to 2005 (percent)

ALL RACES WHITEa AFRICAN AMERICANa HISPANICb

Year and 
Age  

Both 
Sexes Male Female

Both
Sexes Male Female

Both 
Sexes Male Female

Both
Sexes Male Female

25 YEARS OLD AND OVER - Completed Four or More Years of High School

198� 73.9 74.4 73.� 7�.� 76.0 7�.1 �9.8 �8.4 60.8 47.9 48.� 47.4
1986 74.7 7�.1 74.4 76.2 76.� 7�.9 62.3 61.� 63.0 48.� 49.2 47.8
1987 7�.6 76.0 7�.3 77.0 77.3 76.7 63.4 63.0 63.7 �0.9 �1.8 �0.0
1988 76.2 76.4 76.0 77.7 77.7 77.6 63.� 63.7 63.4 �1.0 �2.0 �0.0
1989 76.9 77.2 76.6 78.4 78.6 78.2 64.6 64.2 6�.0 �0.9 �1.0 �0.7
1990 77.6 77.7 77.� 79.1 79.1 79.0 66.2 6�.8 66.� �0.8 �0.3 �1.3
1991 78.4 78.� 78.3 79.9 79.8 79.9 66.7 66.7 66.7 �1.3 �1.4 �1.2
1992 79.4 79.7 79.2 80.9 81.1 80.7 67.7 67.0 68.2 �2.6 �3.7 �1.�
1993 80.2 80.� 80.0 81.� 81.8 81.3 70.4 69.6 71.1 �3.1 �2.9 �3.2
1994 80.9 81.0 80.7 82.0 82.1 81.9 72.9 71.7 73.8 �3.3 �3.4 �3.2
199� 81.7 81.7 81.6 83.0 83.0 83.0 73.8 73.4 74.1 �3.4 �2.9 �3.8
1996 81.7 81.9 81.6 82.8 82.7 82.8 74.3 74.3 74.2 �3.1 �3.0 �3.3
1997 82.1 82.0 82.2 83.0 82.9 83.2 74.9 73.� 76.0 �4.7 �4.9 �4.6
1998 82.8 82.8 82.9 83.7 83.6 83.8 76.0 7�.2 76.7 ��.� ��.7 ��.3
1999 83.4 83.4 83.4 87.7 87.7 87.7 77.4 77.2 77.� �6.1 �6.0 �6.3
2000 84.1 84.2 84.0 88.4 88.� 88.4 78.9 79.1 78.7 �7.1 �6.6 �7.�
2001 84.1 84.1 84.2 88.6 88.6 88.6 79.1 79.� 78.8 �6.8 ��.� �8.0
2002 84.1 83.8 84.4 88.7 88.� 88.9 79.2 79.0 79.4 �7.0 �6.1 �7.9
2003 84.6 84.1 8�.0 89.4 89.0 89.7 80.3 79.9 80.7 �7.0 �6.3 �7.8
2004 8�.2 84.8 8�.4 90.0 89.9 90.1 81.1 80.8 81.2 �8.4 �7.3 �9.�
200� 8�.2 84.9 8�.� 90.1 89.9 90.3 81.2 81.1 81.2 �8.� �8.0 �9.1

25 YEARS OLD AND OVER - Completed Four or More Years of College

198� 19.4 23.1 16.0 20.0 24.0 16.3 11.1 11.2 11.0   8.�   9.7   7.3
1986 19.4 23.2 16.1 20.1 24.1 16.4 10.9 11.2 10.7   8.4   9.�   7.4
1987 19.9 23.6 16.� 20.� 24.� 16.9 10.7 11.0 10.4   8.6   9.7   7.�
1988 20.3 24.0 17.0 20.9 2�.0 17.3 11.2 11.1 11.4 10.1 12.3   8.1
1989 21.1 24.� 18.1 21.8 2�.4 18.� 11.8 11.7 11.9   9.9 11.0   8.8
1990 21.3 24.4 18.4 22.0 2�.3 19.0 11.3 11.9 10.8   9.2   9.8   8.7
1991 21.4 24.3 18.8 22.2 2�.4 19.3 11.� 11.4 11.6   9.7 10.0   9.4
1992 21.4 24.3 18.6 22.1 2�.2 19.1 11.9 11.9 12.0   9.3 10.2   8.�
1993 21.9 24.8 19.2 22.6 2�.7 19.7 12.2 11.9 12.4   9.0   9.�   8.�
1994 22.2 2�.1 19.6 22.9 26.1 20.0 12.9 12.8 13.0   9.1   9.6   8.6
199� 23.0 26.0 20.2 24.0 27.2 21.0 13.2 13.6 12.9   9.3 10.1   8.4
1996 23.6 26.0 21.4 24.3 26.9 21.8 13.6 12.4 14.6   9.3 10.3   8.3
1997 23.9 26.2 21.7 24.6 27.0 22.3 13.3 12.� 13.9 10.3 10.6 10.1
1998 24.4 26.� 22.4 2�.0 27.3 22.8 14.7 13.9 1�.4 11.0 11.1 10.9
1999 2�.2 27.� 23.1 27.7 30.6 2�.0 1�.� 14.3 16.� 10.9 10.7 11.0
2000 2�.6 27.8 23.6 28.1 30.8 2�.� 16.6 16.4 16.8 10.6 10.7 10.6
2001 26.2 28.2 24.3 28.7 31.3 26.3 1�.7 1�.3 16.0 11.1 10.8 11.�
2002 26.7 28.� 2�.1 29.4 31.7 27.3 17.2 16.� 17.7 11.1 11.0 11.2
2003 27.2 28.9 2�.7 30.0 32.3 27.9 17.4 16.8 18.0 11.4 11.2 11.6
2004 27.7 29.4 26.1 30.6 32.9 28.4 17.7 16.6 18.� 12.1 11.8 12.3
200� 27.6 28.9 26.� 30.� 32.3 28.9 17.8 16.0 18.8 12.0 11.8 12.1

a Since 1992, the white category does not include individuals of Hispanic origin. From 1992 to 2004, the category African American also does not include individuals of Hispanic origin; 
however, African American does include individuals of Hispanic origin in 200�.
b  Hispanics may be of any race.
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Table 4

Total Fall Enrollment in Higher Education,
by Type of Institution and Race/Ethnicity:  

Selected Years, 1994 to 2004

Percent Percent Percent
Change Change Change
1994 to 2000 to 2003 to

1994 1995 1997 1998 2000 2003 2004 2004 2004 2004

ALL INSTITUTIONS 14,24�,602 14,192,1�� 14,438,�83 14,�03,124 1�,312,289 16,900,471 17,282,044 21.3 12.9 2.3

White 10,042,776 9,866,179 9,801,868 9,739,338 9,884,33� 10,�38,922 10,641,�22 6.0 7.7 1.0

Total Minority 3,27�,2�1 3,3�7,089 3,604,817 3,704,0�2 4,071,796 4,70�,236 4,889,70� 49.3 20.1 3.9

  African American 1,407,70� 1,418,4�1 1,492,090 1,�27,174 1,6�2,641 1,9�2,722 2,030,�42 44.2 22.9 4.0

  Hispanic 1,00�,96� 1,0�2,491 1,16�,099 1,196,23� 1,370,604 1,602,484 1,679,924 67.0 22.6 4.8

  Asian Americana 737,784 7�9,176 810,06� 842,9�6 90�,068 987,033 1,013,011 37.3 11.9 2.6

  American Indianb 123,797 126,971 137,�63 137,687 143,483 162,997 166,228 34.3 1�.9 2.0

Foreign Student 4��,6�3 4�4,363 46�,010 442,881 �28,410 �91,188 �99,607 31.6 13.� 1.4

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 471,922 �14,�24 �66,888 616,8�3 827,748 1,06�,12� 1,1�1,210 143.9 39.1 8.1

FOUR-YEAR 
INSTITUTIONS 8,748,994 8,769,270 8,896,696 8,990,9�6 9,363,8�8 10,407,��3 10,736,181 22.7 14.7 3.2

White 6,321,832 6,274,632 6,227,761 6,228,0�2 6,269,19� 6,686,69� 6,803,181 7.6 8.� 1.7

Total Minority 1,7�1,269 1,81�,864 1,928,293 1,983,27� 2,119,986 2,�07,4�9 2,63�,�88 �0.� 24.3 �.1

  African American 810,�31 828,080 866,928 890,922 94�,982 1,109,90� 1,166,943 44.0 23.4 �.1

  Hispanic 443,1�1 46�,799 �03,�34 �21,268 �72,112 721,�76 766,779 73.0 34.0 6.3

  Asian Americana 438,100 4�8,692 488,707 �02,01� �29,487 �91,224 613,76� 40.1 1�.9 3.8

  American Indianb �9,487 63,293 69,124 69,070 72,40� 84,7�4 88,101 48.1 21.7 3.9

Foreign Student 364,�19 366,236 384,272 387,813 439,604 49�,076 �08,7�6 39.6 1�.7 2.8

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 311,374 312,�38 3�6,370 391,816 �3�,073 718,323 788,6�6 1�3.3 47.4 9.8

TWO-YEAR 
INSTITUTIONS �,468,979 �,387,919 �,�41,887 �,�12,168 �,948,431 6,492,918 6,�4�,863 19.7 10.0 0.8

White 3,706,3�2 3,�90,201 3,�74,107 3,�11,286 3,61�,140 3,8�2,227 3,838,341 3.6 6.2 -0.4

Total Minority 1,�19,267 1,�40,230 1,676,�24 1,720,777 1,9�1,810 2,197,777 2,2�4,117 48.4 1�.� 2.6

  African American �93,990 �89,8�7 62�,162 636,2�2 706,6�9 842,817 863,�99 4�.4 32.� 2.�

  Hispanic �61,90� �86,329 661,�6� 674,967 798,492 880,908 913,14� 62.� 30.� 3.7

  Asian Americana 299,273 300,420 321,3�8 340,941 37�,�81 39�,809 399,246 33.4 16.1 0.9

  American Indianb 64,099 63,624 68,439 68,617 71,078 78,243 78,127 21.9 14.0 -0.1

Foreign Student 90,963 88,123 80,738 ��,068 88,806 96,112 90,8�1 -0.1 74.� -�.�

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 1�2,397 169,36� 210,�18 22�,037 292,67� 346,802 362,��4 137.9 23.9 4.�

a Asian American includes Pacific Islanders.
b American Indian includes Alaska Natives.
Note:         Data may not match reports prior to the 21st edition because, in those reports, Race/Ethnicity Unknown persons were imputed across standard racial/ethnic groups. Data also not 

comparable with data for years not shown in this report, but found in reports prior to the 21st edition. Complete data for 1999 not available because data collection for that year 
was not completed due to conversion to web-based data collection.

Source:      U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Fall Enrollment Survey, 1994 to 2004 (analysis by 
author).
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Table 5

Total Fall Enrollment in Higher Education,
by Gender and Race/Ethnicity:
Selected Years, 1994 to 2004

Percent Percent Percent
Change Change Change
1994 to 2000 to 2003 to

1994 1995 1997 1998 2000 2003 2004 2004 2004 2004

MEN 6,3�8,161 6,283,978 6,342,377 6,3�7,�89 6,721,769 7,2��,��1 7,389,262 16.2 9.9 1.8

White 4,47�,9�1 4,368,899 4,317,827 4,291,976 4,366,000 4,�91,166 4,631,988 3.� 6.1 0.9

Total Minority 1,397,498 1,416,172 1,�01,901 1,�33,312 1,676,134 1,864,�80 1,928,3�3 38.0 1�.0 3.4

   African American �33,�39 �29,419 ��1,748 �61,47� 603,989 686,61� 708,781 32.8 17.3 3.2

   Hispanic 446,044 460,2�4 �00,870 �10,927 �8�,084 6�9,317 689,2�9 �4.� 17.8 4.�

   Asian Americana 366,�86 373,722 392,479 404,713 428,990 4��,611 46�,673 27.0 8.6 2.2

   American Indianb �1,329 �2,777 �6,804 �6,197 �8,071 63,037 64,640 2�.9 11.3 2.�

Nonresident Alien 269,367 264,2�2 264,929 2�4,189 297,063 322,317 31�,321 17.1 6.1 -2.2

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 21�,34� 234,6�� 2�7,720 278,112 382,�72 477,488 �13,600 138.� 34.2 7.6

WOMEN 7,887,441 7,908,177 8,096,206 8,14�,�3� 8,�90,�20 9,644,920 9,884,782 2�.3 1�.1 2.�

White �,�66,82� �,497,280 �,484,041 �,447,362 �,�18,33� �,947,7�6 6,009,�34 8.0 8.9 1.0

Total Minority 1,877,7�3 1,940,917 2,102,916 2,170,740 2,39�,662 2,840,6�6 2,961,3�2 �7.7 23.6 4.2

   African American 874,166 889,032 940,342 96�,699 1,048,6�2 1,266,107 1,321,761 �1.2 26.0 4.4

   Hispanic ��9,921 �92,237 664,229 68�,308 78�,�20 943,167 990,66� 76.9 26.1 �.0

   Asian Americana 371,198 38�,4�4 417,�86 438,243 476,078 �31,422 �47,338 47.� 1�.0 3.0

   American Indianb 72,468 74,194 80,7�9 81,490 8�,412 99,960 101,�88 40.2 18.9 1.6

Foreign Student 186,286 190,111 200,081 188,692 231,347 268,871 274,286 47.2 18.6 2.0

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 2�6,�77 279,869 309,168 338,741 44�,176 �87,637 639,610 149.3 43.7 8.8

a Asian American includes Pacific Islanders.
b American Indian includes Alaska Natives.

Note:          Data may not match reports prior to the 21st edition because, in those reports, Race/Ethnicity Unknown persons were imputed across standard racial/ethnic groups. Data also not 
comparable with data for years not shown in this report, but found in reports prior to the 21st edition. Complete data for 1999 not available because data collection for that year 
was not completed due to conversion to web-based data collection.

Source:      U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Fall Enrollment Survey, 1994 to 2004 (analysis by 
author).
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Table 6

Total Fall Enrollment in Higher Education,
by Control of Institution and Race/Ethnicity: 

Selected Years, 1994 to 2004

Percent Percent Percent
Change Change Change
1994 to 2000 to 2003 to

1994 1995 1997 1998 2000 2003 2004 2004 2004 2004

PUBLIC 11,111,122 11,022,7�3 11,163,143 11,146,632 11,7�2,786 12,8�7,0�9 12,980,112 16.8 10.4 1.0

White 7,817,643 7,6�3,331 7,�0�,472 7,469,863 7,604,494 8,089,314 8,100,72� 3.6 6.� 0.1

Total Minority 2,691,2�4 2,749,421 2,986,406 2,987,284 3,27�,72� 3,733,971 3,847,11� 42.9 17.4 3.0

   African American 1,119,494 1,124,9�2 1,164,094 1,186,463 1,274,3�� 1,47�,123 1,�12,�21 3�.1 18.7 2.�

   Hispanic 868,817 904,871 1,0�4,889 1,012,001 1,160,92� 1,337,281 1,394,173 60.� 20.1 4.3

   Asian Americana �9�,013 609,117 6�0,4�4 670,4�2 719,03� 784,028 802,726 34.9 11.6 2.4

   American Indianb 107,930 110,481 116,969 118,368 121,410 137,�39 137,69� 27.6 13.4 0.1

Foreign Student 301,2�� 297,4�6 297,74� 274,817 343,047 387,889 371,389 23.3 8.3 -4.3

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 300,970 322,�4� 373,�20 414,668 �29,�20 64�,88� 660,883 119.6 24.8 2.3

PRIVATE NOT-FOR-
PROFIT 2,910,0�� 2,929,06� 3,046,�14 2,992,219 3,109,419 3,340,718 3,411,68� 17.2 9.7 2.1

White 2,079,378 2,08�,489 2,0�7,968 2,0�8,4�8 2,0�1,623 2,136,818 2,170,134 4.4 �.8 1.6

Total Minority �19,026 �43,0�6 6�8,079 �92,398 638,874 723,163 748,869 44.3 17.2 3.6

   African American 2�3,�09 260,0�6 272,661 281,226 303,614 34�,997 3�7,601 41.1 17.8 3.4

   Hispanic 117,091 126,219 219,744 141,180 1�6,1�1 182,63� 190,473 62.7 22.0 4.3

   Asian Americana 133,941 141,730 1�0,412 1�3,971 161,048 174,49� 179,292 33.9 11.3 2.7

   American Indianb 14,48� 1�,0�1 1�,262 16,021 18,061 20,036 21,�03 48.� 19.1 7.3

Foreign Student 1�0,319 1�3,030 1�8,7�0 1�8,�06 17�,297 177,621 174,981 16.4 -0.2 -1.�

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 161,332 147,490 171,717 182,8�7 243,62� 303,116 317,701 96.9 30.4 4.8

PRIVATE FOR-PROFIT 23�,012 240,337 248,�67 364,273 4�0,084 702,694 880,247 274.6 9�.6 2�.3

White 14�,7�� 127,3�9 141,114 211,017 228,218 312,790 370,663 1�4.3 62.4 18.�

Total Minority 64,971 64,612 86,�06 124,370 1�7,197 248,102 293,721 3�2.1 86.8 18.4

   African American 34,702 33,443 39,461 �9,48� 74,672 131,602 160,420 362.3 114.8 21.9

   Hispanic 20,0�7 21,401 34,392 43,0�4 �3,�28 82,�68 9�,278 37�.0 78.0 1�.4

   Asian Americana 8,830 8,329 10,828 18,�33 24,98� 28,�10 30,993 2�1.0 24.0 8.7

   American Indianb 1,382 1,439 1,82� 3,298 4,012 �,422 7,030 408.7 7�.2 29.7

Foreign Student 4,364 3,877 �,479 9,��8 10,066 2�,678 43,237 890.8 329.� 68.4

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 19,922 44,489 1�,468 19,328 �4,603 116,124 172,626 766.� 216.1 48.7

a Asian American includes Pacific Islanders.
b American Indian includes Alaska Natives.

Note:         Data may not match reports prior to the 21st edition because, in those reports, Race/Ethnicity Unknown persons were imputed across standard racial/ethnic groups. Data also not 
comparable with data for years not shown in this report, but found in reports prior to the 21st edition. Complete data for 1999 not available because data collection for that year 
was not completed due to conversion to web-based data collection.

Source:      U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Fall Enrollment Survey, 1994 to 2004 (analysis  
by author).
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Table 7

Undergraduate, Graduate, and Professional Fall Enrollment
in Higher Education, by Race/Ethnicity:

Selected Years, 1994 to 2004

Percent Percent Percent
Change Change Change
1994 to 2000 to 2003 to

1994 1995 1997 1998 2000 2003 2004 2004 2004 2004

UNDERGRADUATE 
TOTAL 12,229,478 12,162,070 12,386,838 12,442,492 13,1��,393 14,473,884 14,780,630 20.9 12.4 2.1

White 8,618,191 8,444,018 8,413,138 8,367,44� 8,�34,962 9,086,030 9,162,6�3 6.3 7.4 0.8

Total Minority 2,974,932 3,037,187 3,2�4,666 3,338,014 3,672,027 4,224,766 4,386,289 47.4 19.� 3.8

  African American 1,282,71� 1,284,708 1,346,638 1,37�,113 1,484,276 1,743,8�9 1,808,724 41.0 21.9 3.7

  Hispanic 933,674 97�,320 1,078,79� 1,10�,911 1,270,2�4 1,480,�34 1,��3,201 66.4 22.3 4.9

  Asian Americana 644,291 660,327 702,797 730,478 78�,7�0 8�0,968 872,�3� 3�.4 11.0 2.�

  American Indianb 114,2�2 116,832 126,436 126,�12 131,747 149,40� 1�1,829 32.9 1�.2 1.6

Foreign Student 269,118 267,604 268,177 241,111 287,798 312,�06 313,392 16.� 8.9 0.3

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 367,237 413,261 4�0,8�7 49�,922 660,606 8�0,�82 918,296 1�0.1 39.0 8.0

GRADUATE TOTAL 1,721,43� 1,732,483 1,7�3,484 1,762,686 1,8�0,271 2,097,�11 2,1�6,88� 2�.3 16.6 2.8

White 1,20�,778 1,204,199 1,174,976 1,162,411 1,141,�74 1,232,868 1,2��,8�7 4.2 10.0 1.9

Total Minority 238,691 2�4,763 282,31� 29�,�63 326,848 399,971 421,469 76.6 28.9 �.4

  African American 104,820 112,766 124,700 130,610 146,147 184,�63 197,482 88.4 3�.1 7.0

  Hispanic �9,363 63,794 73,008 76,679 86,140 106,338 111,062 87.1 28.9 4.4

  Asian Americana 66,7�0 70,16� 7�,711 79,216 8�,032 97,677 100,81� �1.0 18.6 3.2

  American Indianb 7,7�8 8,038 8,896 9,0�8 9,�29 11,393 12,110 �6.1 27.1 6.3

Foreign Student 179,�06 179,4�7 189,373 194,�23 232,247 270,3�2 268,034 49.3 1�.4 -0.9

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 97,460 94,064 106,820 110,189 149,602 194,320 211,�2� 117.0 41.4 8.9

PROFESSIONAL TOTAL 294,689 297,602 298,261 297,946 306,62� 329,076 334,�29 13.� 9.1 1.7

White 218,807 217,962 213,7�4 209,482 207,799 220,024 223,012 1.9 7.3 1.4

Total Minority 61,628 6�,139 67,836 70,47� 72,921 80,499 81,947 33.0 12.4 1.8

  African American 20,170 20,977 20,7�2 21,4�1 22,218 24,300 24,336 20.7 9.� 0.1

  Hispanic 12,928 13,377 13,296 13,64� 14,210 1�,612 1�,661 21.1 10.2 0.3

  Asian Americana 26,743 28,684 31,��7 33,262 34,286 38,388 39,661 48.3 1�.7 3.3

  American Indianb 1,787 2,101 2,231 2,117 2,207 2,199 2,289 28.1 3.7 4.1

Foreign Student 7,029 7,302 7,460 7,247 8,36� 8,330 8,181 16.4 -2.2 -1.8

Race/Ethnicity Unknown 7,22� 7,199 9,211 10,742 17,�40 20,223 21,389 196.0 21.9 �.8

a Asian American includes Pacific Islanders.
b American Indian includes Alaska Natives.

Note:         Data may not match reports prior to the 21st edition because, in those reports, Race/Ethnicity Unknown persons were imputed across standard racial/ethnic groups. Data also not 
comparable with data for years not shown in this report, but found in reports prior to the 21st edition. Complete data for 1999 not available because data collection for that year 
was not completed due to conversion to web-based data collection.

Source:      U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Fall Enrollment Survey, 1994 to 2004  (analysis 
by author).
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Table 14

Associate Degrees, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender:
Selected Years, 1994–95 to 2004–05

Percent Percent Percent
Change Change Change

1994–95 1997–98 1999–2000 2002–03 2003–04 2004–05
1994–95 

to
1999–

2000 to
2003–04 

to
Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent 2004–05 2004–05 2004–05

TOTAL �44,424 100.0 �62,4�4 100.0 �61,6�1 100.0 632,304 100.0 66�,7�0 100.0 697,649 100.0 28.1 24.2 4.8

     Men 216,�94 39.8 218,894 38.9 222,977 39.7 2�2,801 40.0 260,469 39.1 268,021 38.4 23.7 20.2 2.9

     Women 327,830 60.2 343,�60 61.1 338,674 60.3 379,�03 60.0 40�,281 60.9 429,628 61.6 31.1 26.9 6.0

WHITE 41�,�27 76.3 406,892 72.3 394,180 70.2 417,328 66.0 431,692 64.8 4�0,�62 64.6 8.4 14.3 4.4

     Men 16�,4�9 30.4 1�8,101 28.1 1�7,798 28.1 169,��2 26.8 172,68� 2�.9 177,467 2�.4 7.3 12.� 2.8

     Women 2�0,068 4�.9 248,791 44.2 236,382 42.1 247,776 39.2 2�9,007 38.9 273,09� 39.1 9.2 1�.� �.4

TOTAL MINORITY 107,888 19.8 130,139 23.1 140,�39 2�.0 172,979 27.4 184,2�� 27.7 196,048 28.1 81.7 39.� 6.4

     Men 42,247 7.8 49,843 8.9 �3,810 9.6 64,688 10.2 66,037 9.9 68,990 9.9 63.3 28.2 4.�

     Women 6�,641 12.1 80,296 14.3 86,729 1�.4 108,291 17.1 118,218 17.8 127,0�8 18.2 93.6 46.� 7.�

    African American 44,661 8.2 �4,383 9.7 �7,929 10.3 71,833 11.4 76,896 11.6 81,828 11.7 83.2 41.3 6.4

       Men 1�,802 2.9 18,30� 3.3 20,097 3.6 24,086 3.8 24,326 3.7 2�,�04 3.7 61.4 26.9 4.8

       Women 28,8�9 �.3 36,078 6.4 37,832 6.7 47,747 7.6 �2,�70 7.9 �6,324 8.1 9�.2 48.9 7.1

    Hispanic 39,611 7.3 44,91� 8.0 49,�74 8.8 62,944 10.0 68,3�6 10.3 74,339 10.7 87.7 �0.0 8.8

       Men 16,092 3.0 18,622 3.3 20,017 3.6 24,789 3.9 26,098 3.9 27,872 4.0 73.2 39.2 6.8

       Women 23,�19 4.3 26,293 4.7 29,��7 �.3 38,1�� 6.0 42,2�8 6.3 46,467 6.7 97.6 �7.2 10.0

    Asian Americana 18,640 3.4 24,721 4.4 26,811 4.8 31,0�7 4.9 31,302 4.7 31,8�2 4.6 70.9 18.8 1.8

       Men 8,446 1.6 10,71� 1.9 11,�6� 2.1 13,320 2.1 13,043 2.0 12,990 1.9 �3.8 12.3 -0.4

       Women 10,194 1.9 14,006 2.� 1�,246 2.7 17,737 2.8 18,2�9 2.7 18,862 2.7 8�.0 23.7 3.3

    American Indianb 4,976 0.9 6,120 1.1 6,22� 1.1 7,14� 1.1 7,701 1.2 8,029 1.2 61.4 29.0 4.3

       Men 1,907 0.4 2,201 0.4 2,131 0.4 2,493 0.4 2,�70 0.4 2,624 0.4 37.6 23.1 2.1

       Women 3,069 0.6 3,919 0.7 4,094 0.7 4,6�2 0.7 �,131 0.8 �,40� 0.8 76.1 32.0 �.3

FOREIGN STUDENT 10,182 1.9 12,377 2.2 10,071 1.8 13,440 2.1 14,�36 2.2 14,092 2.0 38.4 39.9 -3.1

     Men 4,226 0.8 �,404 1.0 4,2�1 0.8 �,617 0.9 �,780 0.9 �,�86 0.8 32.2 31.4 -3.4

     Women �,9�6 1.1 6,973 1.2 �,820 1.0 7,823 1.2 8,7�6 1.3 8,�06 1.2 42.8 46.2 -2.9

RACE/ETHNICITY 
UNkNOWN 10,827 2.0 13,046 2.3 16,861 3.0 28,��7 4.� 3�,267 �.3 36,947 �.3 241.2 119.1 4.8

     Men 4,662 0.9 �,�46 1.0 7,118 1.3 12,944 2.1 1�,967 2.4 1�,978 2.3 242.7 124.� 0.1

     Women 6,16� 1.1 7,�00 1.3 9,743 1.7 1�,613 2.� 19,300 2.9 20,969 3.0 240.1 11�.2 8.6

a Asian American includes Pacific Islanders.
b American Indian includes Alaska Natives.

Note:         Data may not match reports prior to the 21st edition because, in those reports, Race/Ethnicity Unknown persons were imputed across standard racial/ethnic groups. Data also not 
comparable with data for years not shown in this report, but found in reports prior to the 21st edition. 

Source:     U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Completions Survey, 199� to 200�.
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Table 15

Bachelor’s Degrees, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender:
Selected Years, 1994–95 to 2004–05

Percent Percent Percent
Change Change Change

1994–95 1997–98 1999–2000 2002–03 2003–04 2004–05
1994–95 

to
1999–

2000 to
2003–04 

to
Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent 2004–05 2004–05 2004–05

TOTAL 1,189,441 100.0 1,186,91� 100.0 1,232,�60 100.0 1,411,434 100.0 1,469,238 100.0 1,�16,229 100.0 23.0 23.0 3.2

     Men �40,134 4�.4 �21,�83 43.9 �26,727 42.7 �98,997 42.4 624,661 42.� 64�,071 42.� 19.4 22.� 3.3

     Women 649,307 �4.6 66�,332 �6.1 70�,833 �7.3 812,437 �7.6 844,�77 �7.� 871,1�8 �7.� 34.2 23.4 3.1

WHITE 922,900 77.6 879,084 74.1 892,198 72.4 988,946 70.1 1,017,6�6 69.3 1,043,078 68.8 13.0 16.9 2.�

     Men 422,406 3�.� 389,461 32.8 38�,143 31.2 42�,864 30.2 439,83� 29.9 4�1,��4 29.8 6.9 17.2 2.7

     Women �00,494 42.1 489,623 41.3 �07,0�� 41.1 �63,082 39.9 �77,821 39.3 �91,�24 39.0 18.2 16.7 2.4

TOTAL MINORITY 207,0�1 17.4 237,�64 20.0 2�9,10� 21.0 306,�99 21.7 322,�27 22.0 338,49� 22.3 63.� 30.6 �.0

     Men 8�,621 7.2 96,2�2 8.1 102,0�0 8.3 118,3�3 8.4 123,8�8 8.4 130,110 8.6 �2.0 27.� �.0

     Women 121,430 10.2 141,312 11.9 1�7,0�� 12.7 188,246 13.3 198,669 13.� 208,38� 13.7 71.6 32.7 4.9

    African American 82,832 7.0 9�,801 8.1 103,844 8.4 120,666 8.� 126,768 8.6 131,�87 8.7 �8.9 26.7 3.8

     Men 30,361 2.6 33,662 2.8 3�,422 2.9 40,083 2.8 42,209 2.9 44,062 2.9 4�.1 24.4 4.4

     Women �2,471 4.4 62,139 �.2 68,422 �.6 80,�83 �.7 84,��9 �.8 87,�2� �.8 66.8 27.9 3.�

   Hispanic 63,112 �.3 64,308 �.4 72,04� �.8 88,3�9 6.3 93,448 6.4 99,924 6.6 �8.3 38.7 6.9

     Men 26,069 2.2 26,974 2.3 28,963 2.3 34,627 2.� 36,�64 2.� 38,797 2.6 48.8 34.0 6.1

     Women 37,043 3.1 37,334 3.1 43,082 3.� �3,732 3.8 �6,884 3.9 61,127 4.0 6�.0 41.9 7.�

    Asian Americana ��,026 4.6 69,739 �.9 74,839 6.1 87,941 6.2 91,922 6.3 96,870 6.4 76.0 29.4 �.4

     Men 26,619 2.2 32,�33 2.7 34,3�9 2.8 39,891 2.8 40,9�� 2.8 43,217 2.9 62.4 2�.8 �.�

     Women 28,407 2.4 37,206 3.1 40,480 3.3 48,0�0 3.4 �0,967 3.� �3,6�3 3.� 88.9 32.� �.3

    American Indianb 6,081 0.� 7,716 0.7 8,377 0.7 9,633 0.7 10,389 0.7 10,114 0.7 66.3 20.7 -2.6

     Men 2,�72 0.2 3,083 0.3 3,306 0.3 3,7�2 0.3 4,130 0.3 4,034 0.3 �6.8 22.0 -2.3

     Women 3,�09 0.3 4,633 0.4 �,071 0.4 �,881 0.4 6,2�9 0.4 6,080 0.4 73.3 19.9 -2.9

FOREIGN STUDENT 34,708 2.9 39,261 3.3 38,981 3.2 46,063 3.3 47,949 3.3 48,602 3.2 40.0 24.7 1.4

     Men 20,018 1.7 21,637 1.8 20,711 1.7 23,846 1.7 24,844 1.7 24,94� 1.6 24.6 20.4 0.4

     Women 14,690 1.2 17,624 1.� 18,270 1.� 22,217 1.6 23,10� 1.6 23,6�7 1.6 61.0 29.� 2.4

RACE/ETHNICITY 
UNkNOWN 24,782 2.1 31,006 2.6 42,276 3.4 69,826 4.9 81,106 �.� 86,0�4 �.7 247.2 103.6 6.1

     Men 12,089 1.0 14,233 1.2 18,823 1.� 30,934 2.2 36,124 2.� 38,462 2.� 218.2 104.3 6.�

     Women 12,693 1.1 16,773 1.4 23,4�3 1.9 38,892 2.8 44,982 3.1 47,�92 3.1 274.9 102.9 �.8

a Asian American includes Pacific Islanders.
b American Indian includes Alaska Natives.

Note:         Data may not match reports prior to the 21st edition because, in those reports, Race/Ethnicity Unknown persons were imputed across standard racial/ethnic groups. Data also not 
comparable with data for years not shown in this report, but found in reports prior to the 21st edition. 

Source:     U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Completions Survey, 199� to 200�.
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Table 16

Master’s Degrees, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender:
Selected Years, 1994–95 to 2004–05

Percent
Change
1994–95 

to
2004–05

Percent
Change
1999–

2000 to
2004–05

Percent
Change
2003–04 

to
2004–05

1994–95 1997–98 1999–2000 2002–03 2003–04 2004–05
Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent

TOTAL 391,717 100.0 430,�77 100.0 4��,0�3 100.0 �16,�71 100.0 �63,014 100.0 �78,812 100.0 47.8 27.2 2.8

     Men 178,42� 4�.� 184,718 42.9 190,682 41.9 214,111 41.4 232,087 41.2 236,300 40.8 32.4 23.9 1.8

     Women 213,292 �4.� 24�,8�9 �7.1 264,371 �8.1 302,460 �8.6 330,927 �8.8 342,�12 �9.2 60.6 29.6 3.�

WHITE 27�,808 70.4 292,380 67.9 298,287 6�.� 310,902 60.2 332,089 �9.0 344,149 �9.� 24.8 1�.4 3.6

     Men 117,7�7 30.1 118,647 27.6 118,060 2�.9 120,3�7 23.3 128,148 22.8 132,646 22.9 12.6 12.4 3.�

     Women 1�8,0�1 40.3 173,733 40.3 180,227 39.6 190,�4� 36.9 203,941 36.2 211,�03 36.� 33.8 17.4 3.7

TOTAL MINORITY �0,887 13.0 6�,971 1�.3 74,983 16.� 90,469 17.� 102,729 18.2 110,744 19.1 117.6 47.7 7.8

     Men 21,310 �.4 2�,687 6.0 28,327 6.2 32,14� 6.2 36,433 6.� 38,949 6.7 82.8 37.� 6.9

     Women 29,�77 7.6 40,284 9.4 46,6�6 10.3 �8,324 11.3 66,296 11.8 71,79� 12.4 142.7 �3.9 8.3

    African American 21,048 �.4 28,608 6.6 33,419 7.3 40,300 7.8 4�,470 8.1 49,41� 8.� 134.8 47.9 8.7

     Men 7,066 1.8 9,107 2.1 10,326 2.3 11,�33 2.2 13,017 2.3 14,111 2.4 99.7 36.7 8.4

     Women 13,982 3.6 19,�01 4.� 23,093 �.1 28,767 �.6 32,4�3 �.8 3�,304 6.1 1�2.� �2.9 8.8

   Hispanic 13,2�3 3.4 1�,42� 3.6 17,940 3.9 22,680 4.4 26,63� 4.7 28,�74 4.9 11�.6 �9.3 7.3

     Men �,�21 1.4 6,164 1.4 7,0�4 1.6 8,332 1.6 9,608 1.7 10,242 1.8 8�.� 4�.2 6.6

     Women 7,732 2.0 9,261 2.2 10,886 2.4 14,348 2.8 17,027 3.0 18,332 3.2 137.1 68.4 7.7

    Asian Americana 14,96� 3.8 19,986 4.6 21,�2� 4.7 24,897 4.8 27,7�9 4.9 29,777 �.1 99.0 38.3 7.3

     Men 8,067 2.1 9,676 2.2 10,173 2.2 11,3�4 2.2 12,802 2.3 13,�61 2.3 68.1 33.3 �.9

     Women 6,898 1.8 10,310 2.4 11,3�2 2.� 13,�43 2.6 14,9�7 2.7 16,216 2.8 13�.1 42.8 8.4

    American Indianb 1,621 0.4 1,9�2 0.� 2,099 0.� 2,�92 0.� 2,86� 0.� 2,978 0.� 83.7 41.9 3.9

     Men 6�6 0.2 740 0.2 774 0.2 926 0.2 1,006 0.2 1,03� 0.2 �7.8 33.7 2.9

     Women 96� 0.2 1,212 0.3 1,32� 0.3 1,666 0.3 1,8�9 0.3 1,943 0.3 101.3 46.6 4.�

FOREIGN STUDENT 46,898 12.0 �2,394 12.2 ��,873 12.3 72,611 14.1 7�,909 13.� 74,060 12.8 �7.9 32.6 -2.4

     Men 30,387 7.8 31,�7� 7.3 32,9�8 7.2 43,3�4 8.4 4�,�29 8.1 43,369 7.� 42.7 31.6 -4.7

     Women 16,�11 4.2 20,819 4.8 22,91� �.0 29,2�7 �.7 30,380 �.4 30,691 �.3 8�.9 33.9 1.0
RACE/ETHNICITY 
UNkNOWN 18,124 4.6 19,832 4.6 2�,910 �.7 42,�89 8.2 �2,287 9.3 49,8�9 8.6 17�.1 92.4 -4.6

     Men 8,971 2.3 8,809 2.1 11,337 2.� 18,2�� 3.� 21,977 3.9 21,336 3.7 137.8 88.2 -2.9

     Women 9,1�3 2.3 11,023 2.6 14,�73 3.2 24,334 4.7 30,310 �.4 28,�23 4.9 211.6 9�.7 -�.9

a Asian American includes Pacific Islanders.
b American Indian includes Alaska Natives.

Note:         Data may not match reports prior to the 21st edition because, in those reports, Race/Ethnicity Unknown persons were imputed across standard racial/ethnic groups. Data also not 
comparable with data for years not shown in this report, but found in reports prior to the 21st edition. 

Source:     U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Completions Survey, 199� to 200�.
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Table 17

Professional Degrees, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender:
Selected Years, 1994–95 to 2004–05

Percent
Change
1994–95 

to
2004–05

Percent
Change
1999–

2000 to
2004–05

Percent
Change
2003–04 

to
2004–05

1994–95 1997–98 1999–2000 2002–03 2003–04 2004–05

Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent

TOTAL 76,822 100.0 78,737 100.0 78,249 100.0 80,70� 100.0 83,041 100.0 87,289 100.0 13.6 11.6 �.1

     Men 4�,622 �9.4 4�,017 �7.2 42,987 �4.9 41,761 �1.7 42,169 �0.8 43,849 �0.2 -3.9 2.0 4.0

     Women 31,200 40.6 33,720 42.8 3�,262 4�.1 38,944 48.3 40,872 49.2 43,440 49.8 39.2 23.2 6.3

WHITE �9,029 76.8 �7,949 73.6 �6,273 71.9 ��,�19 68.8 �7,207 68.9 �9,978 68.7 1.6 6.6 4.8

     Men 3�,890 46.7 34,276 43.� 31,842 40.7 29,811 36.9 30,211 36.4 31,411 36.0 -12.� -1.4 4.0

     Women 23,139 30.1 23,673 30.1 24,431 31.2 2�,708 31.9 26,996 32.� 28,�67 32.7 23.� 16.9 �.8

TOTAL MINORITY 14,248 18.� 16,931 21.� 17,��4 22.4 19,190 23.8 19,732 23.8 20,737 23.8 4�.� 18.1 �.1

     Men 7,416 9.7 8,371 10.6 8,��1 10.9 8,662 10.7 8,6�9 10.4 8,999 10.3 21.3 �.2 3.9

     Women 6,832 8.9 8,�60 10.9 9,003 11.� 10,�28 13.0 11,073 13.3 11,738 13.4 71.8 30.4 6.0

    African American 4,430 �.8 �,3�7 6.8 �,247 6.7 �,409 6.7 �,63� 6.8 �,987 6.9 3�.1 14.1 6.2

     Men 1,920 2.� 2,249 2.9 2,172 2.8 2,043 2.� 2,127 2.6 2,141 2.� 11.� -1.4 0.7

     Women 2,�10 3.3 3,108 3.9 3,07� 3.9 3,366 4.2 3,�08 4.2 3,846 4.4 �3.2 2�.1 9.6

   Hispanic 3,677 4.8 3,463 4.4 3,61� 4.6 3,8�9 4.8 4,043 4.9 4,196 4.8 14.1 16.1 3.8

     Men 2,124 2.8 1,924 2.4 1,962 2.� 1,926 2.4 1,961 2.4 2,089 2.4 -1.6 6.� 6.�

     Women 1,��3 2.0 1,�39 2.0 1,6�3 2.1 1,933 2.4 2,082 2.� 2,107 2.4 3�.7 27.� 1.2

    Asian Americana �,777 7.� 7,�64 9.6 8,1�4 10.4 9,36� 11.6 9,�18 11.� 10,020 11.� 73.4 22.9 �.3

     Men 3,1�4 4.1 3,91� �.0 4,146 �.3 4,413 �.� 4,311 �.2 4,496 �.2 42.� 8.4 4.3

     Women 2,623 3.4 3,649 4.6 4,008 �.1 4,9�2 6.1 �,207 6.3 �,�24 6.3 110.6 37.8 6.1

    American Indianb 364 0.� �47 0.7 �38 0.7 ��7 0.7 �36 0.6 �34 0.6 46.7 -0.7 -0.4

     Men 218 0.3 283 0.4 271 0.3 280 0.3 260 0.3 273 0.3 2�.2 0.7 �.0

     Women 146 0.2 264 0.3 267 0.3 277 0.3 276 0.3 261 0.3 78.8 -2.2 -�.4

FOREIGN STUDENT 1,462 1.9 1,78� 2.3 1,796 2.3 1,9�0 2.4 1,930 2.3 2,037 2.3 39.3 13.4 �.�

     Men 1,037 1.3 1,147 1.� 1,124 1.4 1,102 1.4 1,044 1.3 1,113 1.3 7.3 -1.0 6.6

     Women 42� 0.6 638 0.8 672 0.9 848 1.1 886 1.1 924 1.1 117.4 37.� 4.3

RACE/ETHNICITY 
UNkNOWN 2,083 2.7 2,072 2.6 2,626 3.4 4,046 �.0 4,172 �.0 4,�37 �.2 117.8 72.8 8.7

     Men 1,279 1.7 1,223 1.6 1,470 1.9 2,186 2.7 2,2�� 2.7 2,326 2.7 81.9 �8.2 3.1

     Women 804 1.0 849 1.1 1,1�6 1.� 1,860 2.3 1,917 2.3 2,211 2.� 17�.0 91.3 1�.3

a Asian American includes Pacific Islanders.
b American Indian includes Alaska Natives.

Note:         Data may not match reports prior to the 21st edition because, in those reports, Race/Ethnicity Unknown persons were imputed across standard racial/ethnic groups. Data also not 
comparable with data for years not shown in this report, but found in reports prior to the 21st edition. 

Source:     U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Completions Survey, 199� to 200�.
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Table 18

Doctoral Degrees, by Race/Ethnicity and Gender:
Selected Years, 1994–95 to 2004–05

Percent
Change
1994–95 

to
2004–05

Percent
Change
1999–

2000 to
2004–05

Percent
Change
2003–04 

to
2004–05

1994–95 1997–98 1999–2000 2002–03 2003–04 2004–05

Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent Total Percent

TOTAL 43,86� 100.0 46,040 100.0 44,�29 100.0 46,063 100.0 48,398 100.0 �2,70� 100.0 20.2 18.4 8.9

     Men 27,043 61.7 26,694 �8.0 24,811 ��.7 24,366 �2.9 2�,329 �2.3 27,010 �1.2 -0.1 8.9 6.6

     Women 16,822 38.3 19,346 42.0 19,718 44.3 21,697 47.1 23,069 47.7 2�,69� 48.8 �2.7 30.3 11.4

WHITE 26,372 60.1 27,492 �9.7 26,26� �9.0 2�,887 �6.2 26,429 �4.6 28,174 �3.� 6.8 7.3 6.6

     Men 14,690 33.� 14,697 31.9 13,�37 30.4 12,�18 27.2 12,643 26.1 13,040 24.7 -11.2 -3.7 3.1

     Women 11,682 26.6 12,79� 27.8 12,728 28.6 13,369 29.0 13,786 28.� 1�,134 28.7 29.� 18.9 9.8

TOTAL MINORITY 4,442 10.1 �,60� 12.2 �,806 13.0 6,260 13.6 6,9�2 14.4 7,489 14.2 68.6 29.0 7.7

     Men 2,�24 �.8 2,820 6.1 2,729 6.1 2,768 6.0 2,947 6.1 3,07� �.8 21.8 12.7 4.3

     Women 1,918 4.4 2,78� 6.1 3,077 6.9 3,492 7.6 4,00� 8.3 4,414 8.4 130.1 43.� 10.2

    African American 1,363 3.1 1,984 4.3 2,127 4.8 2,361 �.1 2,726 �.6 2,873 �.� 110.8 3�.1 �.4

     Men 622 1.4 792 1.7 82� 1.9 8�4 1.9 946 2.0 986 1.9 �8.� 19.� 4.2

     Women 741 1.7 1,192 2.6 1,302 2.9 1,�07 3.3 1,780 3.7 1,887 3.6 1�4.7 44.9 6.0

   Hispanic 9�2 2.2 1,214 2.6 1,241 2.8 1,4�7 3.2 1,��8 3.2 1,693 3.2 77.8 36.4 8.7

     Men 47� 1.1 620 1.3 �78 1.3 689 1.� 714 1.� 708 1.3 49.1 22.� -0.8

     Women 477 1.1 �94 1.3 663 1.� 768 1.7 844 1.7 98� 1.9 106.� 48.6 16.7

    Asian Americana 1,993 4.� 2,228 4.8 2,283 �.1 2,2�7 4.9 2,464 �.1 2,699 �.1 3�.4 18.2 9.�

     Men 1,360 3.1 1,328 2.9 1,271 2.9 1,1�4 2.� 1,204 2.� 1,298 2.� -4.6 2.1 7.8

     Women 633 1.4 900 2.0 1,012 2.3 1,103 2.4 1,260 2.6 1,401 2.7 121.3 38.4 11.2

    American Indianb 134 0.3 179 0.4 1�� 0.3 18� 0.4 204 0.4 224 0.4 67.2 44.� 9.8

     Men 67 0.2 80 0.2 �� 0.1 71 0.2 83 0.2 83 0.2 23.9 �0.9 0.0

     Women 67 0.2 99 0.2 100 0.2 114 0.2 121 0.3 141 0.3 110.4 41.0 16.�

FOREIGN STUDENT 11,��4 26.3 11,340 24.6 10,800 24.3 11,638 2�.3 12,768 26.4 14,363 27.3 24.3 33.0 12.�

     Men 8,887 20.3 8,314 18.1 7,628 17.1 7,90� 17.2 8,600 17.8 9,661 18.3 8.7 26.7 12.3

     Women 2,667 6.1 3,026 6.6 3,172 7.1 3,733 8.1 4,168 8.6 4,702 8.9 76.3 48.2 12.8
RACE/ETHNICITY 
UNkNOWN 1,497 3.4 1,603 3.� 1,6�8 3.7 2,278 4.9 2,249 4.6 2,679 �.1 79.0 61.6 19.1

     Men 942 2.1 863 1.9 917 2.1 1,17� 2.6 1,139 2.4 1,234 2.3 31.0 34.6 8.3

     Women ��� 1.3 740 1.6 741 1.7 1,103 2.4 1,110 2.3 1,44� 2.7 160.4 9�.0 30.2

a Asian American includes Pacific Islanders.
b American Indian includes Alaska Natives.

Note:         Data may not match reports prior to the 21st edition because, in those reports, Race/Ethnicity Unknown persons were imputed across standard racial/ethnic groups. Data also not 
comparable with data for years not shown in this report, but found in reports prior to the 21st edition. 

Source:     U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics. Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS), Completions Survey, 199� to 200�.
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