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Developing a Culture of 
Appreciation and Support



Veterans at San Diego State

CSU Troops to College

www.troopstocollege.ca.gov

ww.calstate.edu/veterans



Veterans at San Diego State

CSU Presidents at Camp Pendleton



San Diego State University

• 36,500 students
• More than 62,200 applications for 7,000 

undergraduate spaces
• # 3 in country last year –

probably # 2 this year



San Diego

• Marine Corps Recruit Depot
• Naval Air Station North Island
• Marine Corps Air Station Miramar
• Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton
• Naval Station San Diego
• Naval Submarine Base, Point Loma
• Naval Medical Center San Diego
• Naval Amphibious Base, Coronado 



San Diego

• The military contributes more than $13 billion+ annually 
to the regional economy

• More than 260,000 veterans reside in the county  
• Approximately 27,400 active duty military will be 

mustered out in California this year; approximately 
283,000 nation-wide



Veterans

• Are more mature and more focused
• Have strong leadership skills
• Will become leaders and persons of 

influence in our society
• Are responsible citizens
• Know how to manage their time
• Many are the first in their family to go to 

college



Veterans

• Bring real diversity to our campus. 
– Have seen the world,
– Who do not always think alike ,
– Who will challenge and contribute to the 

intellectual vitality of our campus.



Veterans at San Diego State

839 veterans are enrolled at SDSU 
(plus 134 active duty military 

personnel)



Veterans at San Diego State

• The dropout rate for first-time freshmen 
veterans on campus is 7.5 points less than 
that of our overall student body

• Their cumulative GPA is .21 points higher



Veterans at San Diego State

There are three keys to serving veterans:

• Programs
• Support
• Appreciation



Veterans at San Diego State

Programs, e.g.:
• Five most popular majors: Criminal Justice, 

Electrical Engineering, Psychology, Business 
Administration, Physical Education/Kinesiology

• International Studies and Conflict Resolution 
(ISCOR)

• Public Affairs Officers Program
• Critical languages: Arabic, Persian, Russian and 

Chinese 



Veterans at San Diego State

Support Services:

• Enrollment Services
• Veterans Office
• Financial Aid and 

Scholarships
• Military Science 

Department
• Cashier’s Office
• Alumni Association
• Division of Undergraduate 

Studies

Troops to College Working Group
• Student Disability 

Services
• Counseling and 

Psychological Services
• College of Extended 

Studies
• Associated Students
• Student Veteran 

Organization



Veterans at San Diego State

Troops to College Co-Chairs

Frank Roberts
Director of Prospective 
Student Services

Joan Putnam
Veterans Coordinator



Veterans at San Diego State

Admissions Fact Sheet



Veterans at San Diego State

Getting Started at SDSU Checklist



Veterans at San Diego State

Veterans Center



Veterans at San Diego State

SDSU Veterans Affairs Web Site

www.sdsu.edu/veterans



Veterans at San Diego State

Student Veterans Organization



Veterans at San Diego State

Student Veterans Organization Web Site

www.svosdsu.org



Veterans at San Diego State

Appreciation
ROTC Presenting Colors at an SDSU Event



Veterans at San Diego State

Appreciation
ROTC Rappelling
from the Top of the 
SDSU Library



Veterans at San Diego State

War Memorial



Veterans at San Diego State

Appreciation
War Memorial Flyover



Veterans at San Diego State

Appreciation
Hosting Veterans at Aztec Athletic Events



Veterans at San Diego State

Appreciation
Army Golden 
Knights Parachute 
to the SDSU 
Campus 
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