Higher Ed Spotlight

Undergraduate Student Veterans
Over 5 million post-9/11 service members are expected to transition out of the military
by 2020. Since the enactment of the Post-9/11 GI Bill in 2008, Americans have invested
over $42 billion on educating many of these transitioning service members. However,
little is known about student veterans and their enrollment characteristics at a time
when higher education and policymakers need to better understand the needs of this
growing, posttraditional undergraduate population.
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A Large Share of Veterans Work While in College

42% work full-time while in college

$9,900*
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Not All Veterans Receive
Veterans’ Education Benefits
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received veterans’ benefits

*Includes all aid sources, such as federal, state, and institutional grants, loans, work-study, as well as Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense benefits.

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, 2011–2012 National Postsecondary Student
Aid Study. All results are weighted (WTA000), and do not include active duty, reserve, or National Guard undergraduates.
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