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“
”

Every year, the federal government makes more than 

$81 billion available to help more than 10 million families and 

students finance a postsecondary education at one of the more than

6,200 colleges, universities, and trade schools that participate in the 

programs authorized by the U.S. government. Here’s how they work. 
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Introduction

For more than 50 years, the federal government has helped low- and middle-
income students and families finance a college education. This assistance
has allowed millions of individuals to pursue their educational dreams, 

and has made America’s colleges the most open and accessible in the world. 
According to the U.S. Department of Education (the Department), nearly 

17 million students were enrolled at a higher education institution in 2003. This
number has been increasing steadily for the last 20 years, and the Department 
estimates that 17.5 million students will be enrolled by 2010. 

In 2004, the federal government provided $81 billion to help students and 
families pay for a postsecondary education. The Department estimates that in the
current year, 10.1 million students will receive federal student aid while attending
one of the more than 6,200 colleges, universities, and trade schools that participate
in the federal student aid programs authorized by the Higher Education Act. 

A variety of federal programs help students and families finance an education. 
By far the largest and most important programs are found in Title IV of the Higher
Education Act. This document summarizes these vital programs by explaining 
how students and families apply for and receive Title IV student aid, describing 
the major programs that are available, and outlining what institutions must do to
participate in the federal programs.1 

A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  E d u c a t i o n 1

1 This paper summarizes only those student aid programs in the Higher Education Act and does not deal
with other federal programs that may help students and families finance higher education, such as
AmeriCorps, GI bill benefits, or the National Health Service Corps. Finally, this paper does not deal with
student aid that is provided through private scholarship and loan programs or institutional student aid.
Statistical information on the total amount of student aid is available in Trends in Student Aid, an annual
series of reports published by the College Board. 
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A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  E d u c a t i o n 3

Federal Student Aid: Goals, Eligiblility, and
Applications

The aim of the Higher Education Act, which governs the major federal grant
and loan programs, is to make it possible for all academically qualified 
individuals to obtain a college education, regardless of their economic 

circumstances. More specifically, the dual goals of the federal student aid 
programs are to give students access to higher education and to permit choice in 
the institution they attend. 

The major federal student aid programs are authorized by the Higher
Education Act and are administered by the Department of Education. In general,
financial aid is awarded to individual students who may use an award at any of the
colleges, universities, and trade schools that meet federal eligibility criteria to 
participate in these student aid programs.2 However, the amount of money a 
student receives will vary from institution to institution, depending upon the cost
of attendance. 

Determining Student Eligibility
To receive federal student aid, a student must: 

• Have a high school diploma or its equivalent (such as the GED); have 
passed a test demonstrating his or her “ability to benefit”; or have been
home-schooled (self-certified) and possess either a completion credential or
an exemption from state compulsory attendance law.

• Be admitted to or enrolled in a degree or certificate program at an institution
that participates in the federal programs.

• Meet “satisfactory academic progress” standards established by the college or
university. 

• Must not be in default on a student loan or owe a refund on a federal student
grant.

• Be registered for the Selective Service (men only).

• Not have been convicted of a drug-related offense or, if convicted, have been
“rehabilitated” in a federally approved program.

• Be a U.S. citizen or permanent resident. 

• Have financial need. 

2 Students can use federal Pell Grant and FFEL/DL loan funds at any institution that participates in the fed-
eral student aid programs. However, not all institutions participate in the three campus-based programs,
Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, Federal Work-Study, and Perkins Loans. 
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4 W H AT  E V E R Y  S T U D E N T  S H O U L D  K N O W  A B O U T  F E D E R A L  A I D

Calculating a Student’s Financial Need
Most federal student aid programs are based on financial need.3 Qualifying for
these programs depends on two things: the expected family contribution (EFC), 
the amount of money that a family is expected to contribute toward the student’s
education; and the cost of attendance, which includes tuition, fees, books, trans-
portation, and room and board at the college or university that the student plans 
to attend. Both terms are defined in the law. 

The Higher Education Act prohibits the Department from issuing regulations
prescribing the calculation of the EFC. The needs analysis system that calculates
the EFC is commonly known as the federal methodology, and is performed by a 
central processing system of the federal government. 

Applying for Federal Student Aid
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is the only application
required to apply for federal student aid.4 The Department processes more than 
13 million FAFSA applications each year, the vast majority of which are received
and processed between January and August. 

To determine the EFC, each student and his or her family must complete 
a FAFSA, either in paper form or online at http://www.FAFSA.ed.gov. The
Department ascertains that all required information has been provided and 
verifies the data with several federal agencies, including the Social Security
Administration, the Selective Service System, and the Immigration and
Naturalization Service. When necessary, applicants are asked to provide 
additional information and to correct inconsistencies. 

After the Department processes the FAFSA, the student receives a Student Aid
Report (SAR) showing the expected family contribution. At the same time, each
institution identified by the applicant receives the same information in an electronic
document called the Institutional Student Information Record (ISIR). In general, if
the EFC is less than the cost of attendance as determined by the school, the student
is eligible for need-based federal student aid. Students who are not eligible for need-
based federal aid may be eligible for unsubsidized student loans. 

3 Two federal student loan programs are not based on financial need: Both the unsubsidized Stafford 
student loans and the Parental Loans for Undergraduate Students (PLUS) are, with a few restrictions,
available to all students enrolled in an eligible academic program. In 2003–04, $30.1 billion was awarded
under these two programs.
4 A copy of the application can be found in Appendix 2. 
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A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  E d u c a t i o n 5

Applying for Institutional Aid
The FAFSA provides all the student information necessary to receive federal 
Pell Grants, federal student loans, and federal campus-based aid. However, 
some schools collect additional information before awarding their own funds, 
i.e., institutional student aid. In many cases, colleges and universities use a com-
mercially available supplemental form. This and similar systems are known as 
institutional methodology (IM), to distinguish them from federal methodology. 

In general, institutional methodology is more comprehensive than federal
methodology and assumes that more assets can be used for college expenses. For
example, in most cases, institutional methodology considers home equity as an asset
that can be used to help finance a college education; federal methodology does not. 

Creating a Financial Aid Package for Students
As noted above, students identify the institution(s) that should receive an ISIR
showing the amount of the student’s EFC. If the cost of attendance exceeds the
EFC, the student is eligible for need-based student aid. Using the information
from the ISIR and the results of any institutional methodology calculations, the
campus financial aid administrator prepares a financial aid package for every 
qualified student. Institutions generally issue award letters to notify students 
of their financial aid packages. 

Under federal law, students who have the lowest EFC among FAFSA applicants
are entitled to a federal Pell Grant before any other federal financial aid. Students
who still have financial need after receiving a Pell Grant—and needy students who
do not qualify for a Pell Grant—may be offered a package of grants, loans, and work-
study jobs. Campus financial aid administrators use a wide variety of techniques to
put together financial aid packages. One of the most popular strategies is equity
packaging, a method designed to equalize the treatment of all needy students by
establishing a minimum amount of aid for each student from grants, scholarships,
and parental contributions. 

As part of their financial aid package, many colleges have a “self-help require-
ment” that holds all students responsible for meeting at least some of the cost of
attendance themselves. Typically, students meet the self-help requirement by 
working and/or taking out loans. 
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6 W H AT  E V E R Y  S T U D E N T  S H O U L D  K N O W  A B O U T  F E D E R A L  A I D

Differences in Dependency Status
More than half of all college students are not financially dependent on their parents
and are termed independent students. The Higher Education Act defines an inde-
pendent student as one who is at least 24 years old, is married, has dependents
other than a spouse, is an orphan or ward of the court, is a veteran, or is attending
graduate or professional school. In rare circumstances, the campus financial aid
administrator may determine that special circumstances warrant independent 
status for a student who does not meet one of these criteria. While independent 
students also must fill out the FAFSA, they are not required to include parental
assets and income, and their EFC is calculated differently. 

Defining Unmet Need
For many students, their family contribution added to the total amount of financial
aid awarded does not cover the full cost of their education. This gap between the
cost of attendance and the available student resources is called unmet need. To
obtain additional funds, some students will work more hours, seek additional
money from family resources, attend part time, or borrow money from private loan
programs. Others, however, will simply not attend college. Indeed, recent research
by the Advisory Committee on Federal Student Assistance demonstrates that stu-
dents with higher amounts of unmet need are less likely to enroll in or complete
higher education than their more fortunate peers.5

5 Advisory Committee on Student Financial Aid. (2002). Empty promises: The myth of college access in
America. Washington, DC: Author.
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A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  E d u c a t i o n 7

The Major Federal Student Aid Programs

The Higher Education Act authorizes several types of student aid: the 
federal Pell Grant, three “campus-based” programs, a federal-state part-
nership program, and federal student loans.6

Pell Grants
The centerpiece of federal student aid is the Pell Grant program, named in honor of
former Senator Claiborne Pell of Rhode Island, who championed its creation. These
grants, which do not have to be repaid, are awarded to undergraduate students solely
on the basis of financial need. Students may use a federal Pell Grant at any eligible
institution. More than 5.3 million students receive these grants every year. 

The federal Pell Grant is known as a quasi-entitlement because all eligible stu-
dents receive assistance. The amount of a Pell Grant awarded to an individual stu-
dent depends on the student’s EFC and attendance status (full time or part time),
and the maximum grant as specified in the most recent federal appropriations
process. In other words, all eligible students will receive a grant—the “entitlement”
part—but the amount of a student’s grant will depend on the funding provided for
the program as part of the annual appropriations process—the “quasi” part. 

Because federal funding for the Pell Grant program is appropriated almost 
a full year before the start of the academic year, it is difficult to predict exactly 
how much money will be needed. For example, the fiscal 2004 appropriations bill—
signed into law on January 23, 2004—provided funds for the 2004–05 school year.
In some years, Congress provides more money than is needed and the Pell Grant
program has a surplus. In other years (and more often), especially when the 
economy stumbles and college enrollments grow, the program runs a shortfall.
When there is a surplus, the appropriations committees reallocate the unused
funds in a future appropriations bill. Conversely, in the case of a deficit, the 
committees provide additional funding in a future appropriations bill to cover the
shortfall. 

For academic year 2004–05, Congress appropriated $12 billion for this 
program, and individual awards ranged from $400 to $4,050, with the average
approximately $2,469. The average family income for a dependent student 
receiving a Pell Grant was $24,600, while average family income for 
independent students was $15,500. 

6 In addition, TRIO and GEAR UP, which provide supportive services to help students enroll in and com-
plete postsecondary education, also are considered student aid programs.
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8 W H AT  E V E R Y  S T U D E N T  S H O U L D  K N O W  A B O U T  F E D E R A L  A I D

Campus-based Programs
Three additional programs—Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity
Grants, Federal Work-Study, and Federal Perkins Loans—are collectively known as
the campus-based programs because they are administered directly by the financial
aid office at each participating institution. The amount of money a student receives
from these programs depends on the individual’s financial need, the amount of aid
the student receives from other sources, and the availability of campus-based funds
at the college or university. The last factor is critical. Unlike Pell Grants, which 
provide every eligible individual with some funding, the campus-based programs
provide assistance to only some of the eligible students. On most campuses, 
student eligibility is greater than available aid. 

• Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (SEOG) support
undergraduate students with “exceptional financial need” and usually go to
students who also receive large Pell Grants. Recipients get between $100 and
$4,000 a year, depending on need and availability. In 2004–05, 1.2 million
students received an average SEOG of $765. 

• The Federal Work-Study (FWS) program provides jobs for undergraduate and
graduate students with financial need, allowing them to earn money to pay
educational expenses, often in areas related to their academic program or 
in community service positions. Students are generally paid by the hour and
must receive at least the federal minimum wage. Last year, nearly 1 million
students earned an average award of $1,450 through the FWS program.
Currently, at least 7 percent of FWS funds must be spent on placing 
students in community service positions. 

• The Federal Perkins Loan Program, named for the late Congressman 
Carl Perkins of Kentucky, enables colleges and universities to lend money 
to individual students who have exceptional financial need. This program has
a statutorily set interest rate (5 percent) and is available to both undergradu-
ates and graduates. Eligible undergraduates can borrow up to $4,000 per year
and graduate students may borrow up to $6,000 per year. Repayment begins
nine months after the borrower leaves school and interest does not accrue
while students are enrolled. 

Perkins Loans can be cancelled after graduation if borrowers engage in
specified public service activities, such as teaching in a Head Start program
or low-income school, full-time law enforcement work, or nursing. 

Each year, the federal government distributes a relatively small amount of
additional Perkins funds to participating institutions—about $100 million in
fiscal 2004, when it was last funded—and reimburses schools for loans that
have been canceled (about $67 million). These funds, together with money
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A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  E d u c a t i o n 9

the school receives in the form of repaid loans, are lent to borrowers. In 
this way, Perkins Loans are a revolving fund. In 2004–05, nearly 700,000 bor-
rowers received loans that averaged $1,875 from this program. 

Campus-based aid is awarded to students according to federal guidelines, as
part of a financial aid package that campus financial aid administrators put together.
As required by law, institutions provide at least 25 percent of all campus-based
funds awarded, which means that colleges and universities provide at least one-
third as much money as does the federal government. This requirement results 
in increased funding for students receiving campus-based financial aid. 

A Federal-State Partnership Program
The Leveraging Educational Assistance Partnerships (LEAP) program is designed
to encourage states to maintain and expand need-based grant programs. States
must match federal funds on a dollar-for-dollar basis. However, when the federal
appropriation for LEAP reaches $30 million, the state match increases to $2 for
every federal dollar. States that provide the higher match gain additional flexibility
in spending the money—they can use it for increased grant aid, merit scholarships
for needy students, and scholarships in specialized academic areas. 

It is difficult to determine how many students benefit from LEAP because 
some states provide far more money—and therefore more scholarships—than is
required to match the federal contribution. Last year, more than 1 million 
college students received a need-based state grant. 

Federal Student Loans
Student loans are the major source of federal student aid. In the 2004–05 academic
year, 6.2 million people borrowed $41 billion in federal student loans.7 Through 
fiscal 2000, more than 126 million loans totaling more than $377 billion had been
issued since the creation of the original student loan program in 1965. 

Federal student loans are divided into two basic programs: the Federal Family
Education Loan (FFEL) program and the William D. Ford Direct Student Loan 
program, named for former Representative William Ford of Michigan. Both offer
similar benefits to borrowers, and both include three different types of federal 
education loans: a subsidized Stafford loan, an unsubsidized Stafford loan, and 
an unsubsidized PLUS loan for parents of dependent students. Former Senator
Robert Stafford of Vermont is the namesake of these programs. 

7 The College Board. (2004). Trends in student aid 2004. New York, NY: Author. 
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10 W H AT  E V E R Y  S T U D E N T  S H O U L D  K N O W  A B O U T  F E D E R A L  A I D

The Difference Between Federal Family Education Loans and Direct Loans
Each higher education institution decides whether to participate in the Direct 
Loan program, the FFEL program, or both. Borrowers must use the program 
their school designates. Eligibility requirements and loan limits are identical 
for both programs. 

The basic difference between the Direct Loan and FFEL programs is who 
originates and holds the loans. In the FFEL program, a private lender (usually a
bank or credit union) receives a subsidy from the federal government to make the
loan. The college or university certifies the borrower’s eligibility and helps disburse
the loan. The student repays the holder of the loan and, if the student becomes
delinquent, the holder of the loan initiates collection efforts. 

In the Direct Loan program, by contrast, the federal government makes the
loans directly to the students. Upon graduation, the borrower repays the govern-
ment. The federal government, through a federal contractor, manages the portfolio
of loans. If the student does not repay the loan, the federal government initiates
loan collection efforts. 

More than 4,000 private lenders, guaranty agencies, loan servicers, secondary
markets, and collection agencies participate in the FFEL program. Included in this
total is Sallie Mae, the largest holder of student loans in the country, which currently
holds 45 percent of all federal student loans. In addition to making, holding, and
servicing student loans, Sallie Mae operates a secondary market that buys federal
student loans from private lenders, thus releasing the original lenders from the
complex loan collection requirements and freeing their capital to make new loans.
Besides Sallie Mae, some 25 private nonprofit and state secondary markets 
purchase loans from the original lenders. 

Roughly three dozen state and private nonprofit guaranty agencies 
administer federal insurance on FFEL student loans and work to minimize student
loan defaults. If an FFEL borrower defaults on repayment, the guaranty agency pays
the holder 98 percent of the face value of the loan and attempts to collect from the
borrower. At the same time, the federal government reimburses the guaranty agency
up to 98 percent of the value of the loan. If the agency is unable to collect, it assigns
the loan to the Department of Education and the federal government initiates 
collection efforts. 
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A m e r i c a n  C o u n c i l  o n  E d u c a t i o n 11

Subsidized Loans vs. Unsubsidized Loans
Regardless of whether they are participating in the FFEL or Direct Loan programs,
borrowers can receive either subsidized or unsubsidized loans and many students
get both types simultaneously. A federal subsidized Stafford loan is awarded on the
basis of financial need, and interest does not accumulate while the student is
enrolled in school. By contrast, financial need is not required to receive a federal
unsubsidized Stafford loan, but interest on the loan accrues while the borrower is
enrolled. Students can defer interest payments while they are in school, but doing
so increases the amount of money that eventually must be repaid. 

Fees on Federal Student Loans
Upfront fees—similar to points on a home mortgage—are charged on federal student
loans. In the FFEL program, lenders must pay a 3 percent origination fee to the
Department for each new loan they originate, and guaranty agencies may charge a 
1 percent fee to the borrower for each new loan. All or part of the origination fee
may be passed on to consumers, but lenders and guaranty agencies often waive all
or part of the origination or insurance fee to keep loan costs competitive. When
charged, these fees are deducted from the loan proceeds. Therefore, a borrower
who requests a $5,000 loan will actually receive $4,800 after the upfront fees 
(i.e., origination and insurance fees), but must repay the full $5,000. If 
applicable, interest will be charged on the total value of the loan. 

All borrowers in the Direct Loan program must pay a 3 percent fee because it is
specified in the statute and cannot be reduced. Originally, Direct Loan borrowers
paid a 4 percent fee—an amount comparable to the 3 percent origination fee and the
1 percent loan guarantee fee. However, in June 1999, the U.S. Department of
Education used its discretion to eliminate one percentage point of the fee. 

Applying for a Loan
To receive an FFEL or Direct Loan, a potential borrower must fill out the FAFSA 
to determine whether the student has financial need and is eligible for a Pell Grant.
Students who still have financial need after receiving a Pell Grant and other aid are
eligible for a subsidized Stafford loan. To get a loan, the borrower must sign a prom-
issory note that includes a “plain-language disclosure notice” describing the bor-
rower’s obligation to repay his or her student loan. 
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Borrowers receive extensive counseling to make certain they understand their
rights and responsibilities. In addition, they are counseled about repayment obliga-
tions when they leave school. Both entrance and exit counseling are done in 
accordance with detailed federal regulations. 

Loan Limits
The maximum amount an undergraduate student may borrow each year is deter-
mined by the student’s dependency status—dependent or independent—and by his
or her year in school. Dependent undergraduate students may borrow Stafford
loans of up to the maximum amounts shown in the chart below. Independent 
students may borrow the same amounts in subsidized Stafford loans as dependent
students, plus an additional $4,000 a year in the first two years of their academic
program and $5,000 a year for the remainder of the program, though the unsubsi-
dized Stafford loan program.8

Graduate and professional students are financially independent and can borrow
up to $18,500 ($8,500 in subsidized Stafford and $10,000 in unsubsidized Stafford)
per year. No student can borrow more money than the established cost of atten-
dance at the school he or she attends. 

In addition to annual borrowing limits, there are cumulative limits. Dependent
undergraduate students may borrow up to $23,000 during their education.
Independent undergraduate students may borrow up to $46,000, but only $23,000
of this total can be in subsidized loans. Graduate and professional students may 
borrow up to $138,500 for their education, including any undergraduate loans, 
with a maximum of $65,000 in subsidized loans.9

8 Dependent students are not eligible for additional unsubsidized loans unless their parents have been
refused a PLUS Loan. 
9 Graduate students in some health profession fields can borrow an additional $20,000 in unsubsidized
loans.

Dependent Students Independent Students

First-Year Students $2,625 $6,625
Second-Year Students $3,500 $7,500
Third-, Fourth-, and Fifth-Year Students $5,500 $10,500
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Borrower Interest Rate
The interest rate on federal Stafford loans is a variable rate, adjusted every July 1
using a formula based on the 91-day Treasury bill (T-bill), and depends on whether
the student is in school or in repayment. While in school, the borrower is charged
an interest rate equal to the 91-day T-bill rate plus 1.7 percent. This interest is paid
by the Department for students in the subsidized Stafford program as long as they
remain enrolled at least half time and through a post-graduation grace period, but
is charged to those borrowing in the unsubsidized Stafford program. During repay-
ment, the borrower pays an interest rate equal to the 91-day T-bill rate plus 2.3 per-
cent. In both cases, the rate to borrowers is capped at 8.25 percent, with the federal
government subsidizing the amount above the cap. The interest rate for the year
beginning July 1, 2004 is 3.37 percent, the lowest it has been in more than 30 years. 

Repaying Student Loans
Students must begin to repay subsidized federal loans six months after graduating,
leaving school, or dropping below half-time enrollment, and interest on the loans 
is charged once repayment begins. Borrowers in the unsubsidized program must
begin to repay interest on the loans within 30 days of disbursement, although 
many borrowers defer these payments. 

Postponing Repayment
In some cases, borrowers can receive a deferment or forbearance on their student
loan. Borrowers who are still in school, who face “economic hardship,” or who 
are unable to find a full-time job are eligible for a deferment. A deferment allows
borrowers who have a subsidized loan to temporarily postpone repayment of the
loan without incurring interest charges. A borrower with an unsubsidized loan 
can get a deferment, but the borrower is responsible for interest during the 
deferment period. 

Individuals who are unable to repay their loans, but who are not eligible for a 
deferment may be granted forbearance—a temporary postponement or reduction 
of repayments during which interest continues to accrue. Borrowers serving in a
medical residency or in the AmeriCorps program often receive forbearance. 

Under a few specific circumstances (e.g., death or total and permanent 
disability), federal student loans may be completely discharged, that is, 
cancelled without repayment. 
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Repayment Options
Borrowers may select from several repayment options. The most common choice—
favored by 85 percent of borrowers—is called Standard Repayment, and requires the
borrower to pay a fixed amount every month for 10 years. The Extended Repayment
Plan in the FFEL program allows borrowers with loans exceeding $30,000 up to 
25 years to repay their loans. The Graduated Repayment plan permits borrowers 
to make smaller monthly payments at the beginning of their loan repayment 
period and to increase the payment amount over time, to reflect the earning 
patterns of most adults. 

In addition to these three options, Direct Loan borrowers may choose an
income-contingent repayment method under which yearly income, family size, 
and the amount of the loan determine the monthly payments. As income increases
or falls, so do payments. After 25 years, any remaining balance is forgiven, though
borrowers may be liable for taxes on the amount forgiven. 

FFEL program borrowers also may elect an income-sensitive repayment
method, under which monthly payments are based on income and the amount
owed. This plan, however, has no forgiveness provision, so payments continue 
until the entire FFEL is repaid. 

Consolidation Loans
Consolidation loans allow borrowers to combine different student loans into a 
single loan and thus make only one monthly payment. Some borrowers use consoli-
dation to refinance their loans at a fixed rate and lock in other repayment benefits.
However, borrowers can only consolidate their loans once, even if a second consoli-
dation would result in a lower interest rate, unless a new loan is obtained. 

The interest rate on consolidation loans is determined by the weighted average
of the interest rates of the loans being consolidated, rounded up to the next one-
eighth percentage point—not to exceed 8.25 percent. Both the Direct Loan pro-
gram and the FFEL program offer consolidation loans. FFEL borrowers who wish
to use income-contingent repayment may do so by consolidating their loans into 
the Direct Loan program. 

Parent Loans
The Parent Loans for Undergraduate Students (PLUS) program enables parents
who do not have an adverse credit history to borrow money to cover the education
expenses of dependent undergraduate students. PLUS loans are available in both
the Direct and FFEL programs, and the terms and benefits are identical. A 4 per-
cent origination fee, paid by the borrower, is charged on all PLUS loans. However,
FFEL lenders may waive this fee as a way of attracting business. 
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Parents may borrow up to the cost of attendance at the college or university
that their child attends. However, the exact amount a parent may borrow is reduced
by the amount of other financial aid the student has received. PLUS loans have 
a variable interest rate that is reset every year on July 1. The rate is equal to the 
91-day T-bill rate plus 3.1 percent, and may not exceed 9 percent. Interest is
charged from the day the loan is disbursed and repayment begins within 60 days 
of disbursement. As with student loans, parents have the option to select standard,
extended, or graduated repayment options. 

Defaults on Federal Education Loans
Student loans become delinquent if a scheduled payment is not made within 
30 days of the due date. When a student loan is delinquent for more than 270 days,
it is in default. 

The consequences of defaulting on a student loan are serious. Credit bureaus
are notified, credit ratings plummet, and a defaulter will find it much harder to 
get any form of credit. In addition, federal income tax refunds are withheld, 
wages may be garnished, and collection agencies are hired to get the loan repaid.
Defaulters are ineligible for additional federal student aid until the defaulted loan
is in good standing and satisfactory arrangements have been made with the lender
to repay the loan. 

Over the last decade, extensive efforts have been made to educate borrowers
about the consequences of default, collection strategies have been strengthened,
and institutions with persistently high default rates have been excluded from the
programs. As a result, the annual cohort default rate on student loans fell from 
5.4 percent in fiscal 2003 to 5.2 percent in fiscal 2004. 
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How Much Money Do Students Actually Borrow?
According to the Department, 57 percent of four-year public college graduates in
2003–04 borrowed from the federal student loan programs, with a median debt of
$14,400. For students who elected the standard 10-year repayment, the monthly
payment is roughly $170. At private four-year colleges, 69 percent of the graduates
borrowed, with a median indebtedness of $17,125. This translates into a monthly
payment of $200. At community colleges, 30 percent of associate degree graduates
borrowed, with a median indebtedness of $5,760, or $65 per month. 

The amount of debt that students—especially professional school students—
accumulate can be substantial. However, the dollar amount of debt alone does not
indicate that a student will have difficulties in repayment. The debt burden facing
a borrower in repayment often depends less on the amount borrowed than on the
borrower’s income. A radiologist who borrowed $100,000 may find his or her
income less encumbered by student loan repayments than a preschool teacher who
borrowed $15,000. Financial experts estimate that borrowers who spend more
than 10 percent of their gross income on repaying student loans carry a significant
debt burden. 
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Tax Benefits Available to Students and Families

In addition to the many grant and loan programs administered by the
Department of Education, the federal government also supports several 
tax-related provisions that assist students and families in funding a college 

education.

Prepaid Tuition and College Savings Plans—Section 529 Plans
Every state has established special programs that allow families to save money for
college costs. There are two types of “529 plans” (so named for Section 529 of the
Internal Revenue Code [IRC]) currently available—prepaid tuition plans and college
savings plans. Prepaid tuition plans allow families to prepay tuition at today’s rate
for a college education in the future. The prepayment of tuition is guaranteed. The
second option, college savings plans, are administered through the state treasurer’s
office, which contracts with an investment firm to manage the funds. Families are
able to invest whatever amount of money they would like and use it for a public or
private education in any state. Recently, a third option—national private plans—
has emerged that allows families to save money for their children to attend private
institutions across the country. 

In 2001, Congress expanded the definition of 529 plans and made all funds
invested in either of the existing plans completely tax-free. 

Hope and Lifetime Learning Tax Credits
In 1997, Congress created two new tax credits for higher education tuition expenses—
the Hope and Lifetime Learning Tax Credits. Hope and Lifetime are nonrefundable
credits that are applied against federal income tax for students’ qualified educational
expenses. The Hope Credit allows individual taxpayers to claim a credit against 
federal income taxes, up to $1,500 per student for qualified tuition and fees. The
credit rate is 100 percent on the first $1,000 of qualified tuition and fees, and 
50 percent on the next $1,000 of qualified tuition and fees. The Hope Credit is 
only available for the first two years of a student’s postsecondary education. 

The Lifetime Learning Credit allows individual taxpayers to claim a credit
against federal income taxes equal to 20 percent of qualified tuition and fees. A 
student is eligible if he or she is taking undergraduate courses or graduate-level
classes to acquire or improve job skills. For expenses paid after 2002, up to $10,000
of qualified tuition and fees per taxpayer return will be eligible for the credit (the
maximum credit amount is $2,000). 

Both credits are phased out for individual taxpayers earning between $40,000
and $50,000 annually (between $80,000 and $100,000 for joint returns). 
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Tuition Deduction
The Economic Growth and Tax Relief Act (EGTRA) of 2001 included a new tuition
deduction for students and their families who are not eligible for the Hope and
Lifetime Learning Credits. Single filers with an adjusted gross income (AGI) of up
to $65,000 ($130,000 for joint filers) were able to deduct $3,000 per year in 2002
and 2003, and $4,000 per year in 2004 and 2005. Filers do not need to itemize in
order to claim the new deduction (an above-the-line deduction). Without action by
Congress, the deduction is set to expire on December 31, 2005. 

Student Loan Interest Deduction
In 1997, Congress passed legislation allowing individuals who have paid qualified
education loans to claim an above-the-line deduction for interest paid on those
loans. The maximum deduction is $2,500. In 2001, EGTRA expanded the student
loan interest deduction by eliminating an existing requirement that interest be
deducted only for the first five years (60 months) of the loan. The income limits also
were increased to $50,000 for individuals and $100,000 for joint filers. 

Employer-Provided Education Assistance—Section 127
Section 127 of the IRC allows an employee to receive up to $5,250 per year in 
tax-free educational assistance from his or her employer. Section 127 is classified as
an extender, meaning it is an expiring tax provision that has to be reinstated by
Congress to continue. Section 127 was last extended in the EGTRA of 2001 and is
set to expire in 2011 without Congressional action. Graduate coursework was
extended as well. 

Education Savings Accounts (ESAs)
The Taxpayer Relief Act enacted into law in 1997 created education IRAs, allowing
taxpayers to save $500 per year tax-free for the higher education expenses of a
named beneficiary under age 18. In 2001, these IRAs were renamed Coverdell
Education Savings Accounts and the annual tax-free contribution limit was raised
to $2,000. The provisions passed in 2001 are set to expire in 2011 if there is no
Congressional action. 
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Institutional Eligibility to Participate in Federal
Student Aid Programs

A ccording to the Department, more than two-thirds of the nation’s 
9,400 institutions of postsecondary education participate in the Higher
Education Act programs. About 4,000 of these schools are traditional 

colleges and universities; the remainder are trade schools. 
Schools must clear three hurdles, collectively known as “the triad,” before

their students can receive federal student aid. First, an institution must be accredited
by an accrediting agency determined to be a reputable judge of academic quality 
by the Secretary of Education. National or regional accreditation provides the
assurance that an institution offers an academically sound education. By relying 
on nongovernmental accreditors to evaluate and report on the academic quality 
of schools, the government avoids steps that could lead to federal control of 
curricula or national academic standards. 

Second, a college or university must be licensed or approved to do business 
in the state where it is located. And third, the Department must determine that the
institution has both the administrative capability to manage the federal program
funds, and the financial responsibility to ensure that it is financially stable and 
will not suddenly close, to the detriment of students or taxpayers. 

Institutions that want to participate must abide by the Department’s Program
Participation Agreement, which spells out the terms and conditions of the federal
student aid programs. Some of these requirements are general, such as, “The insti-
tution will establish and maintain such administrative and fiscal procedures and
records as may be necessary to ensure proper and efficient administration of
funds.” Other requirements are highly detailed, such as the reporting requirements
for intercollegiate athletics revenues and expenses. 

In addition, the Higher Education Act requires that colleges participating in
the federal student aid programs provide a substantial amount of information to
students regarding such diverse topics as campus crime, special facilities available
to students with disabilities, refund policies, and graduation rates. Schools that fail
to meet the terms of the Program Participation Agreement may be fined or have
their eligibility to participate revoked. 
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Appendix 1: Student Aid Glossary

CAMPUS-BASED AID: Financial aid programs administered by the university. 
The government provides the university with a fixed annual allocation, which is
awarded by the financial aid administrator to deserving students. The federal
Perkins Loan program, Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant (SEOG), 
and Federal Work-Study are the federal campus-based aid programs. 

COST OF ATTENDANCE (COA): The total estimated cost to the student to attend
an institution, including tuition and fees, room and board, allowances for books and
supplies, transportation, and personal and incidental expenses. Loan fees, if appli-
cable, also may be included in the COA. Childcare and expenses for disabilities also
may be included at the discretion of the financial aid administrator. Schools estab-
lish different standard budget amounts for students living on campus and off cam-
pus, married and unmarried students, and in-state and out-of-state students. (Also
known as the cost of education or “budget.”)

DEPENDENT STUDENT: An undergraduate student whose parents provide more
than half of his or her financial support. A dependent student is not married, is
under 24 years of age, has no legal dependents, is not an orphan or ward of the
court, nor is a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces. Parents of a dependent student
must submit parental information on the FAFSA for their son or daughter to be
considered for financial aid. Parents of dependent students are eligible for the 
PLUS Loan program. (See also Independent Student.) 

EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION (EFC): The amount of money that the
family is expected to be able to contribute to the student’s education, as determined
by the federal methodology need analysis formula approved by Congress. The EFC
includes the parental contribution and the student contribution, and depends on
the student’s dependency status, family size, number of family members in school,
and taxable and nontaxable income and assets. The difference between the COA
and the EFC is the student’s financial need, and is used in determining the stu-
dent’s eligibility for need-based financial aid. If a student has unusual financial 
circumstances (such as high medical expenses, loss of employment, or death of a
parent) that may affect his or her ability to meet educational expenses, the financial
aid administrator (FAA) can adjust the COA or EFC to compensate. 
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FEDERAL DIRECT STUDENT LOAN (FDSL) PROGRAM: Similar to the Federal
Family Education Loan (FFEL) program. The funds for these loans are provided by
the U.S. government directly to students and their parents through their schools.
Benefits of the program include a faster turnaround time and less bureaucracy than
the bank loan program. The FDSL program includes Federal Direct Stafford Loans
(subsidized and unsubsidized) and Federal Direct Parent Loans for Undergraduate
Students (PLUS). 

FEDERAL FAMILY EDUCATION LOAN (FFEL) PROGRAM: Includes the
Federal Stafford Loans (subsidized and unsubsidized) and the Parent Loans for
Undergraduate Students (PLUS). The funds for these loans are provided by private
lenders, such as banks, credit unions, and savings and loan associations. These
loans are guaranteed against default by the federal government. 

FEDERAL PELL GRANT PROGRAM: The largest federal grant program, which
provides funds up to $4,050, based on the student’s financial need. 

FEDERAL PERKINS LOANS: Federally insured loans funded by the government
and awarded by the institution. The loans feature a low interest rate and are
repayable over an extended period. 

FEDERAL SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY GRANT (SEOG)
PROGRAM: Grant funds made available through participating institutions to a lim-
ited number of undergraduate students who demonstrate exceptional financial
need. 

FEDERAL WORK-STUDY (FWS) PROGRAM: A program that provides under-
graduate and graduate students with part-time employment during the school year.
The federal government pays a portion of the student’s salary, making it cheaper for
departments and businesses to hire the student. For this reason, work-study stu-
dents often find it easier to get a part-time job through this program than on their
own. Eligibility for FWS is based on financial need. 

FINANCIAL AID PACKAGE: The complete collection of grants, scholarships,
loans, and work-study employment from all sources (federal, state, institutional,
and private) offered to students to enable them to attend the college or university.
Note that unsubsidized Stafford loans and PLUS loans are not considered part of the
financial aid package, because these financing options are available to families to
help them meet the EFC. 
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FINANCIAL NEED: The difference between the COA and the EFC is the student’s
financial need—the gap between the cost of attending an institution and the stu-
dent’s resources. The financial aid package is based on the amount of financial
need. The process of determining a student’s need is known as need analysis: 
Cost of Attendance (COA) – Expected Family Contribution (EFC) = Financial Need.

GRANTS: Financial aid awards that do not have to be repaid. Grants are available
through the federal government, state agencies, colleges, and private sources. 

INDEPENDENT STUDENT: An independent student is at least 24 years old as of
January 1 of the academic year, is married, is a graduate or professional student,
has a legal dependent other than a spouse, is a veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces, or
is an orphan or ward of the court (or was a ward of the court until age 18). Parental
refusal to support their child’s education is not sufficient for the child to be
declared independent. 

LEVERAGING EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PARTNERSHIP (LEAP) PRO-
GRAM: Formerly the State Student Incentive Grant (SSIG) program. LEAP is a
state-run financial aid program for state residents. The states receive matching
funds from the federal government to help fund the program. 

LOAN: A type of financial aid that is available to students and their parents.
Education loan programs have varying interest rates and repayment provisions. An
education loan must be repaid. 

MERIT-BASED AID: Financial aid that is awarded based on criteria such as a stu-
dent’s academic, artistic, or athletic skill. Merit aid is not dependent on financial
need, but may be used to meet financial need. Merit-based awards use grades, test
scores, hobbies, and special talents to determine eligibility for scholarships. 

NEED ANALYSIS: The process of determining a student’s financial need by analyz-
ing the financial information provided by the student and his or her parents (and
spouse, if any) on a financial aid form. The student must submit a need analysis
form to apply for need-based aid. Need analysis forms include the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the Financial Aid PROFILE. (See also
Financial Need.)
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ORIGINATION FEE: A fee paid by the borrower and deducted from the principal
of a loan, before disbursement to the borrower. For federally backed loans, the 
origination fee is paid to the government to offset the cost of the interest subsidy to
borrowers. For private loan programs, the origination fee is generally paid to the
originator to cover the cost of administering and insuring the program. 

PARENT LOANS FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS (PLUS) PROGRAM:
Federal loans available to parents of dependent undergraduate students to help
finance their children’s education. Parents may borrow up to the full cost of their
children’s education, less the amount of any other financial aid received. PLUS
loans may be used to pay the EFC. There is a minimal credit check required for the
PLUS loan, so a good credit history is required. If a parent’s application for a PLUS
loan is turned down, the children may be eligible to borrow additional money under
the unsubsidized Stafford loan program. 

STAFFORD LOANS: Federal loans that come in two forms, subsidized and unsubsi-
dized. Subsidized loans are based on need; unsubsidized loans are not. The interest
on the subsidized Stafford loan is paid by the federal government while the student
is in school and during a six-month grace period that follows graduation. The subsi-
dized Stafford loan was formerly known as the Guaranteed Student Loan (GSL). 

STUDENT AID REPORT (SAR): The document sent to a student summarizing
financial and other information reported by the student on the FAFSA. The stu-
dent’s Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is printed on the front of the SAR and
is the figure used by colleges to determine eligibility for aid. 

SUBSIDIZED LOAN: A loan for which the government pays the interest while the
student is in school, during a six-month grace period that follows graduation, and
during any deferment periods. Subsidized loans are awarded based on financial
need and may not be used to finance the family contribution. Examples include the
Perkins Loan and the subsidized Stafford loan. (See also Stafford Loans and
Unsubsidized Loan.) 

TRIO: A group of programs designed to educate disadvantaged students about col-
lege and provide the support they need to enter and successfully complete college.
The first component was established in the 1960s. TRIO now includes Educational
Opportunity Centers, the McNair Postbaccalaureate Program, Talent Search,
Upward Bound, Student Support Services, and College Completion Grants. 
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UNSUBSIDIZED LOAN: A loan for which the government does not pay the interest
while the student is enrolled. The borrower is responsible for the interest on an
unsubsidized loan from the date the loan is disbursed. Students may avoid paying
the interest while they are in school by capitalizing the interest, which increases the
loan amount. Unsubsidized loans are not based on financial need and may be used
to finance the family contribution. 

Additional student aid glossaries can be found online at the following web sites: 

• College Is Possible: http://www.collegeispossible.org/paying/glossary.htm 

• Completing the FAFSA: http://studentaid.ed.gov/completefafsa

• Looking for Student Aid: http://studentaid.ed.gov/students/publications/
lsa/index.html

• The SmartStudent™ Guide to Financial Aid: http://www.finaid.org/
questions/glossary.phtml 

• The Student Guide: Financial Aid from the U.S. Department of Education:
http://studentaid.ed.gov/students/publications/student_guide/index.html
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Appendix 2: 2005–06 FAFSA
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Below are sample financial aid pack-
ages that one student might be offered
at several different types of institutions.
In creating these examples, it was
assumed that each of these colleges and
universities participates in the Direct
Loan program. If these institutions
participate in the Federal Family
Education Loan (FFEL) program, 
the amounts provided for Direct
Subsidized, Direct Unsubsidized, and
Direct PLUS loans would be the same,
but the names of the programs would
change to federal Stafford Subsidized
Loan, Stafford Unsubsidized Loan, and
PLUS Loan.

These examples are courtesy of the
National Association of Student
Financial Aid Administrators.

Financial Aid Package #1:
Community College (living at home)

Cost of Attendance  . . . . . . . . . .$ 8,279
EFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . –  260
Financial Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 8,019

Federal Pell Grant  . . . . . . . . . . .$ 3,800
State Need-based Grant . . . . . . . .1,250
Federal SEOG  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400
Federal Work-Study  . . . . . . . . . + 1,650
Total Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 7,100
Unmet Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 919

The Community College does not
package loan assistance. The cost 
of attending Community College is 

relatively low, and school officials typi-
cally don’t award loans when direct
costs appear to have been met with gift
aid. Student loans can be requested to
meet unmet need.

This student is eligible for a
$3,800 federal Pell Grant and a $1,250
state grant. The college had to take
these resources into account before
awarding other federal assistance.
Campus-based aid is allocated to
schools by the federal government and,
within certain parameters, the school
decides how it will award these funds.
The campus-based aid awarded to this
student includes SEOG of $400, a 
typical addition for students with high
need, and Federal Work-Study (FWS)
of $1,650. (Community College does
not participate in the federal Perkins
Loan program.) If the academic year 
is 30 weeks long, and the pay rate is
$5.15 per hour, the student will need 
to work an average of 10-11 hours per
week to earn the entire FWS award.

While a Direct Loan is not a part of
this package, the student could borrow
up to $919 from the Direct Subsidized
Loan Program to replace the unmet
need and $260 from the Direct Unsub-
sidized Loan Program to replace the
EFC. Or, even though unlikely, the stu-
dent’s parent could borrow the EFC
amount of $260 from the Direct PLUS
Program, instead of the student 
borrowing an unsubsidized loan.
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Appendix 3: Examples of Financial Aid Packages
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Financial Aid Package #2:
State College (living at home)

Cost of Attendance  . . . . . . . . .$12,779
EFC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .–  260
Financial Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 12,519

Federal Pell Grant  . . . . . . . . . . .$ 3,800
State Need-based Grant . . . . . . . .2,000
Federal SEOG  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000
Federal Work-Study  . . . . . . . . . . .1,550
Federal Direct Subsidized Loan .2,625
Federal Perkins Loan  . . . . . . . +  1,525
Total Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 12,500
Unmet Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 19

The cost of attending State College is
higher, even though this student is 
living at home. Tuition and fee costs at
most baccalaureate degree–granting
schools will typically be somewhat
higher than those charged at 
community colleges. Notice that 
the EFC remains the same, as does the
federal Pell Grant. However, because
many state grants are tuition- and 
fee-sensitive and State College charges
more for tuition and fees, the state
grant has increased.

State College believes in meeting
as much of a student’s total need as
possible and offers an SEOG of $1,000
and FWS of $1,550. These amounts 
are the typical limits in SEOG and FWS
that are offered to first-year students
commuting from home. The FWS
allows the student to work approxi-
mately 10 hours per week. This prac-
tice recognizes that first-year students

need adequate time to adjust to the 
academic demands of college. Further,
State College recognizes that most of
its commuting students who want or
need to work, find or maintain employ-
ment off-campus.

State College awards loans only
after gift aid and work-study. It awards
Direct Subsidized Loans first and adds
a Perkins Loan (up to the institution’s
self-imposed limit of $2,500) when it is
needed to meet the student’s needs.
The package includes the maximum
(for first-year students) $2,625 Direct
Subsidized Loan and a Perkins Loan of
$1,525.

The student’s parent could borrow
the amount of the EFC ($260) and the
unmet need ($19) from the Direct
PLUS Program, if necessary. 

Financial Aid Package #3:
State College (living in a residence hall)

Cost of Attendance  . . . . . . . . .$ 14,779
EFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .– 260
Financial Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 14,519

Federal Pell Grant  . . . . . . . . . . .$ 3,800
State Need-based Grant . . . . . . . .2,000
Federal SEOG  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,450
Federal Work-Study  . . . . . . . . . . .2,100
Federal Direct Subsidized Loan .2,625
Federal Perkins Loan  . . . . . . . .+ 2,500
Total Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 14,475
Unmet Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 44

The student also requested an aid pack-
age at State College that would support
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on-campus residence. This package
reflects a cost of attendance that is
$2,000 greater than the one for living
at home, but State College still wants 
to meet the entire need, even with the
additional cost.

This student’s federal Pell Grant
and state grant remain the same. The
Direct Subsidized Loan remains the
same also, because $2,625 is the 
maximum subsidized loan amount for 
a first-year student. State College does,
however, have the ability to adjust the
campus-based funding it offers to meet
the additional residence hall costs. It
therefore increases the SEOG offer 
to $1,450, typical for high-need, on-
campus residents; the FWS to $2,100
(this is 13–14 hours per week, presum-
ing that the convenience of living on
campus will facilitate greater earn-
ings); and the federal Perkins Loan to
$2,500, still within the institution’s
self-imposed maximum.

The student’s parent maintains the
ability to borrow from the federal PLUS
program for the EFC and the $44
unmet need. 

Financial Aid Package #4: State
University (living in a residence hall)

Cost of Attendance  . . . . . . . . .$ 17,279
EFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .– 260
Financial Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 17,019

Federal Pell Grant  . . . . . . . . . . .$ 3,800
State Need-based Grant . . . . . . . .2,000
Federal SEOG  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000
Federal Work-Study  . . . . . . . . . . .2,300
Federal Direct Subsidized Loan .2,625
Federal Perkins Loan  . . . . . . . . . .2,500
Federal PLUS Loan 

(recommended)  . . . . . . . . . . .+ 2,760
Total Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 16,985
Unmet Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 34

State University attracts many applica-
tions. Most of its financial aid packages
meet all of the applicants’ needs.
However, unless a student has been
specifically recruited to this university
with an aid package that rewards his or
her special skills or capabilities, the
student’s financial aid package will
reflect national norms and include sig-
nificantly more self-help than gift aid.

This student’s offer includes a fed-
eral Pell Grant of $3,800 and a state
grant of $2,000, as it did in Financial
Aid Package #3. The student also is 
eligible for the same $2,625 Direct
Subsidized Loan. State University
offers $1,000 in FSEOG, an average
amount that allows it to distribute its
federal allocation equally across its
many needy applicants. The university
also offers $2,300 in FWS and a $2,500

16556_Paying_for_college.qxp  4/12/05  11:15 PM  Page 39



40 W H AT  E V E R Y  S T U D E N T  S H O U L D  K N O W  A B O U T  F E D E R A L  A I D

federal Perkins Loan, the maximum
Perkins Loan that it will give to a first-
year student. According to practice and
to be able to meet the student’s total
need, the university also has awarded
(recommended) a Direct PLUS Loan
for $2,760. State University feels that if
the student wants to attend the institu-
tion, the family will borrow or make the
necessary sacrifices in order to make
that happen.

Because the student will live in a
residence hall, on-campus employment
is likely the best choice. The student
can work in an FWS position for 
15 hours per week, as awarded, or
request consideration for an increase in
the FWS award and reduce the need to
borrow. Further, with prior work expe-
rience, the student could look for a
non–need-based job on campus. This
will allow the student to earn more
income without affecting the financial
aid package for the current year. 

Financial Aid Package #5: Private
University (living in a residence hall)

Cost of Attendance  . . . . . . . . .$ 39,154
EFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .– 260
Financial Need . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 38,894

Federal Pell Grant  . . . . . . . . . . .$ 3,800
State Need-based Grant . . . . . . . .2,000
Federal SEOG  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,000
Institutional Grant  . . . . . . . . . . .16,650
Federal Work-Study  . . . . . . . . . . .2,315
Federal Direct Subsidized Loan .2,625
Federal Perkins Loan  . . . . . . . . . .2,500
Institutional Loan  . . . . . . . . . .+ 6,885
Total Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 38,775
Unmet Need  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 119

As a private institution, Private
University does not receive state subsi-
dization to help pay for the costs of 
educating its students. Private Univer-
sity must depend on tuition and fee
expenses as the major source of its
operating budget. Therefore, it has 
a higher cost of attendance for its 
students.

The student will receive the same
$3,800 federal Pell Grant as from the
other institutions under consideration.
The state grant is a standard value that
is given to recipients at all of the pri-
vate colleges and universities to help
equate their tuition and fee costs to
those at state public institutions. The
student will also receive the same
$2,625 Direct Subsidized Loan, as this
is the regulated maximum for first-year
students at any institution.

This university awards campus-
based resources up to the institutional-
ly set maximum values for each pro-
gram. The student has been offered
$2,000 in SEOG, $2,315 in FWS 
(15 hours per week over a 30-week
year), and a Perkins Loan of $2,500.

Any remaining need is met
through institutional grants and loans.
The amount of the grants and loans
that the university offers to a recipient
is determined by the student’s remain-
ing need and is awarded in amounts
that will closely equate total gift aid and
self-help aid. The student was awarded
$16,650 in grants, bringing the gift aid
total to $24,450. The student’s institu-
tional loan is $6,885, bringing the 
self-help aid to a total of $14,325.
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