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Executive Summary: Strategies for Data Interpretation
Assessing student learning is not a new idea; however, applying learning outcomes and assessment principles to internationalization is a relatively recent practice.
  For the ACE/FIPSE Lessons Learned in Assessing International Learning project, six institutions
 have been involved in a three-year project to advance the assessment of international learning with the long-term goal of improving student international learning at U.S. higher education institutions.  The project’s dual approach allows comparison of student international learning experiences and background information with a holistic assessment of a student ePortfolio. 
ePortfolio – Student Survey Approach

The ePortfolio provides a way to feature multiple examples of student work, to include the context of this work, to promote student reflection and self-assessment, and to look at student development over time.
  For this approach students are also asked to complete a survey, called the Student Portfolio Information Form (SPIF).  The SPIF consists of three sections, and asks various student demographic and learning expereince questions.  The answers to SPIF questions can be compared, once team ratings of ePortfolios have been completed, to the portfolio ratings and analyzed to see what they say about student international learning. These results provide an opportunity to consider connections between experiences and the learning that results from them.  Some sample questions that can be asked of the data are:
· Do students that have studied abroad tend to have higher scores on all learning outcomes? On selected outcomes?

· Do students taking a higher number of classes with an international/multicultural/global focus tend to have higher scores on all learning outcomes? How many classes does it take for students to score higher?

· Does participation in on-campus international/multicultural events lead to higher scores across all learning outcomes? On selected outcomes?

Student Sample

Analyzing data from this ePortfolio/SPIF approach requires a detailed understanding of the student population who have completed the assessment.  These questions can help faculty understand the context of the assessment.

· Who is included in the student sample? Are they first year students, fourth year students, etc?

· What kinds of international learning experiences have they had before the assessment? Courses with international components? Study abroad? Service learning at home or abroad?

· Were the international learning outcomes that were measured in the assessment explicitly included by faculty in coursework or programs? Were assignments designed to foster learning?
What Faculty Can Do with Results

Some possible applications of the international learning outcomes assessment:   

· Allow faculty and staff to examine the linkage between specific international student experiences (i.e., study abroad, courses with a global context, service learning) and outcomes.

· Highlight weaknesses in student learning and opportunities for faculty and staff to align assignments with desired learning outcomes.

· Reevaluate how language and culture are being taught on campus and propose revisions.

· Integrate ePortfolios as part of a course or program.
· Consider how diverse international learning opportunities might be integrated to enhance student learning
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